DIODORUS SICULUS.

BOOK V.

IT ought to be the special care of all historians, not only In theft writings to observe whatever may be useful and profitable, but alto to keep to a due order and method in the several parts of their history. This not only conduces much to direct and caution private persons how to get and keep estates, but is an extraordinary help to writers, in composing of their historical treatises. For some them are that, though they are justly in high esteem for their eloquent stile, and variety of learning discovered in their writings, yet have been too careless in distributing their matter under proper heads; so that, though the readers may easily discern their great pains and industry, yet their manner of writing deserves justly to be censured. Timssus, indeed, was very exact in his chronology and extraordinarily industrious to abound in variety of relations; but for his unseasonable and immoderate censures of others, may be justly taxed and reprehended himself; who, for his unbounded liberty that he takes in this bitter censuring, is called by some the Detractor.

But Ephorus, on the contrary, in his Universal History, acts the part of an able historian, both as tolbe elegance of his stile, and his accurate method: for he divides his books according to their several subjects, keeping close in every book to things of one and the same nature; which way and order of writing approve above all others, and therefore shall endeavour to imitate him as well as I can.

CHAP. I.

A description 'of Sicily. The Molides, or Lipara Islands. Of Malta, Gaulus, Cercina, Corsica, Sardinia, Pityusa, mid tig Baleares.

HAVING designed this book for a description of the islands, we shall first begin with Sicily, being the chiefest and most remarkable for ancient and memorable actions.

It was anciently called Trmacria, from its shape. Afterwards, by the Sicanians, the first inhabitants, it was called Sicania; and at |aat it was called Sicily, from the Sicilians, who, with all tbeir people, entirely transported themselves thither out of Italy.

In circuit it is four thousand three hundred and sixty furlongs; for one of the three sides, from the promontory Pelorus to LUybseum, it a thousand and seven hundred furlongs; the other, from Ltlybsfeun to Pachinum, a promontory of Syracuse, runs oat in length a ihoasattt and five hundred furlongs. The rest contains a thousand one hundred and forty furlongs.

The Sicilians, the inhabitants, (from old tradition, continued down to them from their forefathers), say, that this island is dedicated to Ceres and Proserpine. Some of the poets feign, that at the marriage of Plato and Proserpine, this island was given to the new bride by Jupiter, for a present^ The most approved authors say, that the Sicanians, who were the ancient possessors, were the first actual inhabitants of this isle, and that the goddesses which we have feeswe mentioned appeared first in this island; and that the fatness of the soil was such, that corn first grew here of itself, which the most eminent of all the poets confirms in these words...

Within this island all things grow, without the help of seed or plough, as wheat and barley, with the vine. From whence proceeds both grapes and wine, which with sweet showers from above Are brought to ripeness by great Jove.'

For in the territory of Leontium, and in many other parts of Sicily, there grows op wild wheat at this very day.   If it be asked la * Three-cornered, like a wedge, about five hundred and forty five* miles.

For an Anacalyptcrium. These were gifts bestowed upon the bride bj the bus* band and his friends, when she plucked off her veil at her first being brought to her husband.   

What part of the world these graius were first known, before the use of corn was found out; it is most probable that they were first brought to the best and richest country, and therefore upon that account we see that the Sicilians most especially worship those goddesses who were the first discoverers of these fruits. That the rape of Proserpine was in this country (they say) is most clear and evident from hence, that neither of these goddesses* ever resided in any other place but in this island, wherein they delighted above all others. The rape, they say, was in the meadows of Enna, not far from the city, a place decked with violets, and all sorts of other flowers, affording a most beautiful and pleasant prospect. It is said, that the fragrance of the flowers is such, that the dogs sent out to hunt the game thereby lose the benefit of their sense, and are made incapable by their scent to find out the prey. This meadow-ground, in the middle and highest part of it, is champaign and well watered, hut alt the borders round are craggy, guarded with high and steep precipices1, and is supposed to lie in the very heart of Sicily, whence it is called by some the navel of Sicily: near at hand are groves, meadows, and gardens, surrounded with morasses, and a deep cave, with a passage under ground opening towards the north, through which, they say, Pluto passed in his chariot when he forced away Proserpine. In this place the violets and other sweet flowers flourish continually all the year long, and present a pleasant and delightsome prospect to the beholders all over the flourishing plain.

They say, that Minerva and Diana, who had both vowed virginity as well as Proserpine, were bred up together with her, and all three wrought a gown for Jupiter their father of the flowers they had gathered in company one with another; and that they were exceedingly delighted in the island upon the account of the familiar converse they enjoyed one with another; so that each of them chose out a particular place for their several residences. Minerva made choice of those parts near Himera, where the nymphs, for the sake of Minerva, opened the hot baths about the time of Hercules's coming thither. ' The inhabitants likewise dedicated the city to her, (to this day called Athenaeum) with the country round about. To Diana was allotted by the goddesses the island at Syracuse, which from her was called both by the oracles of the gods and by men Ortygia. The nymphs likewise, to ingratiate themselves the more with Diana, made a mighty great fountain in this island, called Arethusa, wherein were bred many great fishes, not only in ancient times, but there they remain to this very day, as sacred and never touched by any.

But when some in time of war have made bold to feed upon them, they have suddenly, by the apparent anger of the goddess, been afflicted with some remarkable calamity, of which we shall write more fully in its proper time and place.

Proserpine enjoyed the pleasant meadows about Enna in common with the other two goddesses, and had a great fountain called Cyane, in the territories of Syracuse, consecrated to her: for they say that Pluto, after the rape, carried away Proserpine in a chariot to Syracuse, and there, the earth opening, both of them descended into hell together, from which time in that place arose the spring and lake called Cyane, where the Syracusans every year celebrate a solemn festival, at which they privately sacrificed the lesser victims, but publicly and openly they threw bulls into the lake; which manner of sacrifice Hercules introduced when he went over all Sicily with the herds of Geryon. After the rape of Proserpine, they say, Ceres (not being able to find out her daughter) lighted firebrands at the irruptions of iEtna, and wandered through divers parts of the world to seek her, and did much good where she came, especially where she was courteously received, bestowing wheat upon the inhabitants in a grateful return of their civility. And because the Athenians entertained this goddess with the greatest civility, therefore, next to Sicily, they were the first upon whom she bestowed this grain; for which the people of Athens honored this goddess above all others, with splendid sacrifices and sacred mysteries at Eleusis, which for their antiquity and sanctity are greatly esteemed every where.

The Athenians generously communicated this blessing of corn to many others, and they imparted the seed to their neighbors, so that by degrees the whole world was full of it.

llie Sicilians, therefore, being the first that had the use of corn, by reason of their familiar converse with Ceres and Proserpine, who dwelt amongst them, instituted sacrifices and solemu festivals to both these goddesses, whose names gave reputation to the things; which festivals were solemnized at such a time as was most proper to point at the great benefit they had received: for they celebrated the rape of Proserpine in the time of wheat harvest, and performed these sacrifices and solemnities with that sanctity and application of mind as became them, who were obliged to he thankful for being preferred before all other people in the world with the first reception of so great a blessing.

They had another festival which they celebrated to Ceres at the time of wheat seedings; it continued for the space often days, and was remarkable for the name of the goddess; and during this time every thing was celebrated with great pomp and splendor, but the

jest of the worship was after the old way and fashion. But it is a custom among them during all these ten days to use obscene and filthy language in their converse one with another, because the goddess, being put into dumps of melancholy for the loss of her daughter, is put to<he smile, they say, by smutty discourse. That the rape of Proserpine was in this manner as we have before declared, many of the ancients, both poets and historians, do generally affirm. For Carcinus the Tragedian, who came often to Syracuse, observing how zealous the citizens were in celebrating the sacred mysteries of Ceres, has these verses in his poems:

Ceres' most lovely daughter, as they say, By Pluto's crafty snares was snatched away, Who under ground through darksome caves convey M To ih' gloomy shades below, the harmless maid. Her mournful mother wept and wrung her hands, Seeking her ravished daughter in all lands. Then Etna's flames through all the land did roar, And flakes of fire spread all the island o'er; And while the noble maid was thus beraoan'd, For want of com the fainting country groaned ; and hence it is, that to this very day, Devoutly to these goddesses they pray.

It is not fit we should here omit giving an account of the kindness and bounty of this goddess to mankind ; for besides that she found out corn, she taught the art of husbandry, and instituted laws, whereby men governed their actions according to the rules of justice and honesty; for which reason, they say, she was called the lawmaker. And certainly none can bestow greater benefits than these imparted by her, winch include both being and wellbeing* But this concerning the antiquities of Sicily shall suffice
But it is necessary to say in brief something of the Sicanians, the first inhabitants of Sicily, because several historians differ in their relations concerning them. For Philistus says they were a colony transplanted from Iberia into this island, and came thither from the river Sicanus, from whence they were called Sicani, But Timaeus (condemning the ignorance of this writer) proves clearly and evidently that they were the original inhabitants; whose reasons to prove their antiquity being many, we conceive it needless to recite. The Sicanians anciently dwelt in villages, and built little towns upon hills that were naturally strong, for their better security against thieves and robbers. For they were not under one general monarchy but every town had each a several prince. And at first they enjoyed the whole island, and lived by tillage and improvement of the ground; but after that mm burst out into flames in many parts of it, and

streams of fire even overflowed the neighboring territory, the cots* try lay waste and ruined for a great space and tract of ground together. And in regard the fire thus continued to spoil the eeunsj for many years together, the inhabitants in consternation forsook the eastern parts of Sicily, and went down into the west. At leagA after many ages, the Sicilians with all their families transported than? selves out of Italy, and settled in that part of the island before forsaken by the Sicanians. Where out of a covetous desire to gti* more, they encroached still farther, and made incursions into the neighboring countries, so that there were frequent wars between them and the Sicanians, till by a mutual compact and agreement, they settled the boundaries of each others territories; of which we shtfl give a particular account in their proper place and time. The lot that sent colonies into Sicily were the Grecians, and those very considerable, who built cities upon the sea coasts. By the multitude of Grecians that resorted thither, and the frequent and ordinary commerce with them, they learned both the language of the Grecians, and their way of living, and lost (together with their own barbarous dialect) their very name likewise, and were called Sicilians. Having said enough of these, we shall now pass to the islands called the Aeolides, which are seven in number, called Strongyle, Euonymos, Didyme, Phoenicusa, Hiera, Ericusa, and Lipara; in which last there is a city of the same name: these lie between Sicily and Italy in a direct line from east to west, and are distant from Sicily about a hundred and fifty furlongs: they are much of an equal bigness; the greatest of them is in circuit a hundred and fifty furlongs: they have been ajl subject to great eruptions of fire, the passages of which, by the openings of the earth, are apparent and visible at this day. But in Strongyle and Hiera, to this very time, violent vapors burst out of the earth, with a roaring dreadful noise; abundance likewise of sand and fiery stones are vomited out of the ground ; the like to which may be seen about mount Etna; for some affirm, that from these islands there are caverns within the earth that run out as far as Etna, and so there is a communication one with another, and therefore both these, and those breaches and chasms of the earth at Etna, cast forth their flames at certain seasons by turns. They say that these islands anciently were desert and uninhabited; and that afterwards Liparus, son of king Auson, upon a sedition raised against him by his brothers with a fleet well manned, fled out of Italy into the island, from him called Lipara, where he built a city of the same name, and tilled and cultivated the rest of the islands. When he was old, JSolus ttye son of Hippotas, with some other of his associates, arrived in the island, and married Cyane the daughter of Liparus; and investing

the rest that he bra it ak j with him with' the same rights UtiA privileges that the natural inhabitants enjoyed, be became supretasl lord of the island. Uparus afterwards having a desire to return iat* Italy, iEolus assisted him in possessing the country about Syireatasn, where (after he had reigned with general applause) he died, and was buried in great state and funeral pomp, and honoured by the in* babitanu as a demigod. This is that jEolus (which they say) entertained Ulysses in his wanderings; and was reported to be ptone towards the gods, righteous towards men, and kind and courteous to strangers.

It is likewise reported that he taught mariners the use of sails $ and by the diligent otoervance of fire, foretold the rising of winds) whence he was feigned to have a sovereign power over the winds; ind for his piety was called the friend of the gods* He had six sons, (Utyocbus, Xuthus, Androcles, Phercemon, Jocastes, and Agathyr* BUS, who were all in great reputation and esteem upon the account rf the fame of their father's virtues.

Amongst these sons, Jocastes reigned as king over those parts, lying upon the sea coasts of Italy, as far as Rhegium. Phercemon and Androcles enjoyed that part of Sicily from the narrow cat of the sen to Lilybssum. That part of the country that lies eastward was inhabited by the Sicilians; the other towards the west by the Sicanians, which several people were continually quarrelling one with another t but they freely submitted to the sons of JSolus, for the sake of their father's eminent piety, and their own gentle and sweet dispositions. Xuthus reigned in the territory of Leontiaro, called from him Xuthia to this day. Agathyrnus possessed the region now called Agathyrnites, and built the city called Agathyrnmn, after his own name.

Astyochus was sovereign lord of Lipara; and all of them imitating their father's justice and piety, were in great honour and esteem, After the posterity of AEolus had reigned successively for many agea together, at last the royal line in Sicily was extinct. After which, the Sicilians were under an aristocratic*! government: hut the Sic** nians fell to odds one with another about the sovereignty, and for a long time together were embroiled in a civil war.

Many years afterwards, when the other islands (through the severity of the kings of Asia) were more and more emptied of their inhabitants, some of Cnidu.s pnd Rhodes determined to transplant themselves ; to which end they created Pentathlus, a Cuidian, their captain, (who derived his pedigree from Hippotes.the son of Hercules) and under his conduct they transported themselves into Sicily, and arrived at Lilybeum*

This fell oat in the fiftieth olympiad in which Epitflido the If onian was victor.    At which time likewise it happened, .that JEgesta and Selinuntis were at war one with another; in which war (joining with the Selinuntines) in one battle they tost many of their men, and among the rest their general Pentathras.   The Selintrotinea being thns rooted, those of these strangers that survived, determined to return home; to which purpose they chose Gorgus, Thestores, and Epttherides, of the household of Pentathras, to be their captains, who sailed through the Tyrrhenian sea, to Lipara, where they were kindly received, and easily persuaded to enter into a leagie with the inhabitants, and dwell among them, who were then scarcely five hundred that remained of those that came over with JLolos.

Afterwards when the Tyrrhenians infested the seas who their piracies, (being vexed with their incursions) they prepared a fleet for their defense; and divided themselves into several parts, some to till the ground, and others to guard the seas against the pirates.

Then enjoying their estates in common, and feeding together hi societies, they continued for some time in this community of life. Afterwards they divided Lipara (wherein was situated the Metropolitan city) among themselves; the rest of the islands they tilled and improved for the use of them all in common.

At last they divided all the islands for the spaee of twenty years; and when that time was expired, they again made a division by lot. Afterwards they overcame the Tyrrhenians in many sea-fights, and devoted the tenths of the best of their spoils to the oracle at Delphos.

It remains we should show by what means the city of Lipara in succeeding ages grew to that height of wealth, that they were not only happy in themselves, but renowned and glorious abroad.

This city is beautified by nature with very large and fair harbors, and furnished with famous baths; for they are not only medicinal, but by reason of their singular properties and qualities, afford much pleasure and delight; and therefore many in Sicily that are taken with strange and unusual diseases, pass over into this island, and by washing themselves in the hot baths, are restored presently to perfect health, even to admiration.

And the island itself to this day, abounds in that famous mineral called allum, which brings in a great revenue both to the Lipariaos and the Romans; for being in no other part of the world, and so very useful, the inhabitants (upon good reason) have the sole vending of this commodity, and by setting what rate they please on it, they grow prodigiously rich.   Only indeed in the isle of Metoa, there'

grows a sort of small allumr but not sufficient to supply any considerable number of cities. This island of Lipara b uot large, bat reasonably well stored with fruit, and abounds with every thing necessary for the sustenance of man's life; for it plentifully supplies the inhabitants with all sorts of fish, and bears fruit most delicto— to the taste. But this may suffice to be said of Lipara, and the rest of the iEolic islands.

Next to Lipara westward, lies a small island uninhabited, called (from a remarkable accident) Osteodes. For at the time when the Carthaginians were engaged in great wars with the Syraciuans, they were furnished with considerable forces both at sea and land) amongst whom were many mercenaries out of several countries, which were always a turbulent sort of men, and commonly accustomed to raise many horrid mutinies in the army, especially when they received aot their pay at the day when it was due. Some therefore there were at that time (about the number of six thousand) according to their usual insolence and rude behavior (not receiving their pay) first got into a body together, and then with rude shouts and clamors, assaulted their commanders* And when for want of money, they still delayed to pay them, they threatened they would prosecute their right against the Carthaginians with force of arms, and thereupon laid hold upon their officers; and though they received a check from the senate for their unruliness, yet they were the move furious and outrageous. Whereupon the senate privately ordered the colonels and officers to put all the mutineers to death; upon which orders, they forthwith got them all on shipboard, (and under color of some military service to be performed) transported them to the island before-mentioned, and there lauded them and left them: and though they stormed and raged at this misfortune, yet they were in no capacity to revenge themselves upon the Carthaginians, but at length were all famished to death : and being that so great a number (as if they had been captives of war) perished in so small an island, this strait place was filled with the multitude of dead mens' bones; and for this reason the island was called as aforesaid.

And in this manner these mercenaries (by the fraud of their own officers) were brought into these extremities, and miserably perished for want of food.

Having now gone through the bolides, we shall next view those islands that lie on both sides of them.

Southward over against Sicily, lie three islands, which have all safe and commodious harbors, and each of them a city.

The first is Malta, about eight hundred furlongs from Syracuse, furnished with very good harbors: and the inhabitants are very rich;

for it is full of all sorts of artificers, amongst whom there Are excellent weavers of fine linen. Their houses are very stately and beautiful, adorned with graceful eaves, and pargeted with white plaster. The inhabitants are a colony of Phoenicians, who, trading as merchants as far as the western ocean, resorted to this island upon the account of its commodious ports, and convenient situation for a Mi trade; and by the advantage of this place, the inhabitants present^ became famous both for their wealth and merchandise.

The next is Gaul us, furnished with several safe harbors, and fat inhabited by the Phoenicians.

Then follows Cercina, lying to the coasts of Africa, in which is t handsome city, and most commodious ports, wherein may ride not only merchantmen, but men of war.

Having spoken of the southern islands, we shall return to the rest Hear to the Lipari, which lie in the Tyrrhenian sea; for near to Fopulonium (as it is called) a city of Etruria, lies vEthalia, distant from Lipara near a hundred furlongs, so called from the great mists and fogs that rise there. This island abounds with iron stone, which they dig and cut out of the ground to melt, in order for the making of iron; much of which metal is in this sort of stone. The* work-men employed, first cut the stone in pieces, and then melt them m furnaces built and prepared for the purpose. In these furnaces, the stones, by the violent heat of the fire, are melted into several pieces, in form like to great sponges, which the merchants buy by track and exchange of other wares, and transport them to Dicssarchia, and other mart towns.

Some of these merchants that buy of these wares, cause them 10 be wrought by the coppersmiths, who beat and fashion them into all sorts of tools, instruments, and other shapes and fancies; as some they neatly beat into the shape of birds, others into spades, hooks, and other sprts of utensils. All which arc transported and carried about into several parts of the world by the merchants.

There is another island, by the Greeks called Cyrnus, and by the Romans and natural inhabitants, Corsica, three hundred furlongs distant from iEthalia. It is an island of an easy access, and has a beautiful large harbor, called Syracusium. There are in it two cities, Calaris and Nicsea.

The Phocians built Calaris, at the time they were possessors of the islands, but were afterwards ejected by the Tyrrhenians. Nicssa was built by the Etrurians, when they lorded it as masters at sea, and subdued all the islands that lie near adjoining to Etruria*

During the time the cities of Corsica were subject to them, they exacted a tribute from the inhabitants of rosin, wax, and hooey, of

which great plenty is produced in this island. Cjorsican bond-slaves are naturally of such a temper and qualification, that for usefulness they are to be preferred before all others whatsoever. The island is» large, a great part of it mountainous and woody, and watered with several small rivers.

The inhabitants feed upon milk, honey, and flesh, which this country affords plentifully, and exceed all other barbarians in justice and humanity one towards another: for where any find honey in hollow trees in the mountains, it is certainly his that finds it without any further dispute. The sheep have all their owner's mark set upon them, and that certainly secures the property of their masters, though there is no shepherd to look after them. Ana* m all other respects, in their converse and way of living, every one of them in their several stations observe the rules of common right and justice, A very strange thing there is among them concerning the birth of their children j for when the woman is in labor, there is no care taken of her in the time of her travel; but the husband goes to bed as if he were sick, and there continues for certain days, as if he were under the pains of a woman in travail.

There grows in this island abundance of extraordinary box-trees, which is the reason that the honey produced here is oftentimes very bitter. It is possessed by barbarians, whose language is very strange and difficult to be understood; they are above the number of thirty thousand.

Next to this lies Sardinia, an island as big as Sicily j it is inhabited by barbarians, whom they call Iolaeians, sprung (as they themselves suppose) from those few that inhabited the country with Iolaus and Thespiadae. For at that time that Hercules instituted those so much celebrated games, having many children by the daughters of Thespius, by the command of the oracle, he sent them with a numerous train, both of barbarians and Grecians into Sardinia, to settle themselves in new habitations.

Their captain Iolaus (Hercules's nephew, on his brother's side) possessed himself of the island, and built in it several famous cities; and dividing the country by lot, called the people from himself, Iolaeians. He built likewise public schools and temples, and left other monuments for public use and general advantage, which remain to this day.

For the most pleasant fields of the country arc called after him, the fields of Iolaus, or the Iolaeian fields; and the people are. still called Iolaeains from him. It was foretold likewise by the oracle concerning his colony, that if they were called after his name, their freedoms and liberties should be secured to them for ever; and accordingly their laws and government have been preserved firm and unshaken to this day. For though the Carthaginians, when they were in the height of their power, took this island, yet they could not enslave the people; for the Iolaeians fled to the mountains, and made them habitations underground, and kept and maintained many herds and flocks of cattle, which afforded them food sufficient, both as to milk, cheese, and flesh. And thus leaving the champaign parts of the country, they were both freed from the toil of ploughing and tilling the ground; and besides, lived at ease in the mountains, contented with a mean and moderate provision, as we before said.

And although the Carthaginians often assaulted them with great armies, yet the difficulties of the places were such, and the windings and turnings within these subterraneous caves were so inexplicable, that they were ever the security of these inhabitants from bondage and slavery.    And lastly, the Romans, since they became masters of the place, have often attempted to reduce them by force of arms, but were never able to prevail, for the reasons before alleged.   But to return to the ancient times; Iolaus, after he had settled all the concerns relating to the colony, returned into Greece.   The Thespiadse, after they had been lords of the islands for many ages, were at length expelled, and driven into Italy, and seated themselves in the parts and places about Cuma: the rest of the people returned to their former barbarism, and making choice of the best captains from among their own countrymen, have defended their liberties to this day.

Having said enough of Sardinia, we shall now go on with the other islands.

Next to the before-mentioned island, is Pityusa, so called from the multitude of pine trees growing there, lying in the midst of the sea, three days, and as many nights sail from Hercules's pillars, one day and night's sail from the coast of Africa, and only a day's sail from Spain, as large as Corcyra, and reasonably fruitful. It bears some few vines and wild olive trees. Amongst other things it produces, it is most esteemed for fine wool. It is checkered with pleasant Champaign fields, and lovely hills. There is a city in it called Eresum, inhabited by a colony of Carthaginians; and is graced with famous ports, and high walls, and a great number of stately houses. Barbarians of several nations inhabit there, but most are Carthaginians, a colony of whom settled there about a hundred and sixty years after the building of Carthage.
There are other islands over against Spain, which the Grecians call Gymnesia, because in summertime the inhabitants go naked. By the natives and the Romans they arc called Baleares, from casting

of huge massy stones out of slings, wherein the inhabitants excel all other people.

The greater of these islands is larger than all the rest of the is* lands, except these seven, Sicily, Sardinia, Cyprus, Crete, EuUoee, Corsica and Lesbos.   It is one day's sail distant from Spain.

The lesser lies more eastward, and breeds and feeds all sorts of fine and large cattle, especially mules, which for the bigness of their bodies, and the exceeding noise they make in their braying, art remarkable above all others. Both these islands are of a good and fertile soil, and are peopled with above thirty thousand inhabitants.

As to the fruits of the earth, they are altogether destitute of wine; the want therefore of it makes them the more eager after it. Neither have they any oil amongst them} to supply which, they press out the oily part of mastic, and mix it and swine's grease together, and with this composition anoint their bodies.

They love women exceedingly, whom they value at such a rate, that when the pirates bring any women they have taken thither, they will give as a ransom, three or four men for one woman. They live in caves hewn in the rocks, and spend all their days in these holes, dug up and down in the steepest part of the rocky mountains, by which means they provide for themselves both shelter and security.

They make no use either of silver or gold coin, but prohibit the importation of it into the island; to which they give this reason: that Hercules, in former times, made war upon Geryon the son of Chrysaor, for no other reason but because he was. rich in silver gold and, therefore, that they may live more securely, and quietly enjoy what they have, they have made it a standing law to have nothing to do with that wealth which consists in those metals.

According, therefore, to this decree, when once heretofore in a war they assisted the Carthaginians, they brought nothing of their pay into their own country, but laid it all out in wine and women.

They have a filthy custom likewise amongst them concerning their marriages; for in their marriage-feasts, all their friends and household servants, as they are in seniority of age, one after another, carnally know the bride, till at length it comes to the bridegroom's turn, who has the honor to be last.

They have another strange custom likewise about burying of their dead; they cut the carcase in pieces with wooden knives or axes, and so put up all the parts into an urn, and then raise up a great heap of stones over it.

Their arms are three slings, one they wind about their heads, and another they tie about their loins, and the third they carry in their hands. In time of war they throw much larger stones than any other people and with that violence, as if they were shot oat of an engine; and, therefore, in the time of assaults made upon towns, they grievously gall, those that stand upon the bulwarks and in field-figbfc break in pieces their enemies' shields, helmets, and all other defensible armor whatsoever; and are such exact marksmen, (that for the most part) they never miss what they aim at: they attain to this skS by continual exercise from their very childhood; for while they nc very young, they are forced, under the tutorage of their mothers, to cast stones out of slings. For they fasten a piece of bread for a mark to a pole, and till the child hit the bread, he must fast, andthea at length the mother gives him the bread to eat.

CHAP. II.

Of Madeira, Britain, Gallia, Celtiberia, Iberia, Tyrrhenia, and of the inhabitants, and their laws and customs.

SINCE we have gone through the islands lying eastward, on this side within the pillars of Hercules, we shall now launch into the main ocean to those that lie beyond them; for over against Africa, lies a very great island in the vast ocean, of many days sail from Libya, westward The soil here is very fruitful, a great part whereof is mountainous, hut much likewise Champaign, which is the most sweet and pleasant part of all the rest; for it is watered with several navigable rivers, beautified with many gardens of pleasure, planted with divers sorts of trees, and abundance of orchards, interlaced with currents of sweet water. The towns are adorned with stately buildings, and banqueting-houses up and down, pleasantly situated in their gar* dens and orchards. And here they recreate themselves in summertime, as in places accommodated for pleasure and delight.

The mountainous part of the country is clothed with many large woods, and all manner of fruit-trees; and for the greater delight and diversion of people in these mountains, they ever and anon open themselves into pleasant vales, watered with fountains and refreshing springs: and indeed the whole island abounds with springs of sweet water: whence the inhabitants not only reap pleasure and delight, but improve in health and strength of body.

There you may have game enough in hunting all sorts of wild beasts, of which there is such plenty, that in their feasts there is no* thing wanting either as to pomp or delight. The adjoining sea furnishes them plentifully with fish, for the ocean there naturally abound with all sorts.

The air and climate in this island is very mild and healthful, so that the trees bear fruit (and other things that are produced there are fresh and beautiful) most part of the year; so that this island (for the excellency of it in all respects) seems rather to be the residence of some of the gods than of men.

Anciently, by reason of its remote situation, it was altogether unknown, but afterwards discovered upon this occasion.


The Phoenicians in ancient times undertook frequent voyages by sea, in way of traffic as merchants, so that they planted many colonies both in Africa and in these western parts of Europe.   These merchants succeeding in their undertaking, and thereupon growing very rich, passed at length, beyond the pillars of Hercules, into the^ sea called the ocean : and first they built a city called Gades, near to Hercules's pillars, at the sea-side, in an isthmus in Europe, in which, among other things proper for the place, they built a stately temple to Hercules, and instituted splendid sacrifices to be offered to him after the rites and customs of the Phoenicians.   This temple is in great veneration at this day, as well as in former ages; so that many of the Romans, famous and renowned both for their births and glorious actions, have made their vows to this god, and after success in their affairs, have faithfully performed them.     The Phoenicians therefore, upon the account before related, having found out the coasts beyond the pillars, and sailing along by the shore of Africa, were on a sudden driven by a furious storm afar off into the main ocean; and after they had lain under this violent tempest for many days, they at length arrived at this island;  and so, coming to the knowledge of the nature and pleasantness of this isle, they were the first that discovered it to others; and therefore the Etrurians (when they were masters at sea, designed to send a colony thither; but the Carthaginians opposed them, both fearing lest most of their own citizens should be allured (through the goodness of the island) to settle there, and likewise intending to keep it as a place of refuge for themselves, in case of any sudden and unexpected blasts of fortune, which might tend to the utter ruin of their government: for, being then potent at sea, they doubted not but they could easily (unknown to the conquerors) transport themselves and their families into that island.    Having now spoken sufficiently of the African ocean, and the islands belonging to it, we shall pass over to Europe.

For over against the French shore, opposite to the Hercynian

mountains (which are the greatest of any in Europe) there lie in the ocean many islands, the greatest of which is that which they call Britain, which anciently remained untouched, free from all foreign force; for it was never known that either Bacchus, Hercules, or any of the ancient heroes or princes, ever made any attempt upon it by force of arms: but Julius Caesar in our time (who by his great achievements gained the title of Divine) was the first (that any author makes mention of) that conquered that island, and compelled the Britons to pay tribute. But these things shall be more particularly treated of in their proper time; we shall now only say something concerning the island, and the tin that is found there.

In form it is triangular, like Sicily, but the sides are unequal. It lies in an oblique line, over against the continent of Europe; so that the promontory called Cantium, next to the continent (they say) if about a hundred furlongs from the land: here the sea ebbs and flows: but the other point, called Belerium, is four days sail from the continent.

The last, called Horcas, or Orcades, runs out far into the sea. The least of the sides facing the whole continent is seven thousand and five hundred furlongs in length; the second, stretching out itself all along from the sea to the highest point, is fifteen thousand furlongs; and the last is twenty thousand: so that the whole compass of the island is forty-two thousand five hundred furlongs.   The inhabitants are the original people thereof, and live to this time after their own ancient manner and custom; for in fights they use chariots, as it is said the old Grecian heroes did in the Trojan War.   They dwell in mean cottages, covered for the most part with reeds or sticks.   In reaping of their corn, they cut 6ff the ears from the stalk, and so house them up in repositories under ground; thence they take and pluck out the grains of as many of the oldest of them as may serve them for the day, and, after they have bruised the corn, make it into bread.   They are of much sincerity and integrity, far from the craft and knavery of men among us; contented with plain and homely fare, strangers to the excess and luxury of rich men.   The island is very populous, but of a cold climate, subject to frosts, being under the Arctic pole. They are governed by several kings and princes, who, for the most part, are at peace and amity one with another. But of their laws, and other things peculiar to this island, we shall treat more particularly when we come to Cesar’s expedition into Britain.

Now we shall speak something of the tin that is dug and gotten there.   They that inhabit the British promontory of Belerium, by reason of their converse with merchants, are more civilized and courteous to strangers than the rest are. These are the people that make the tin, which with a great deal of care and labor they dig out of the ground; and that being rocky, the metal is mixed with some veins of earth, out of which they melt the metal, and then refine it; then they beat it into four-square pieces like to a dye, and carry it to a British isle near at hand, called Ictis. For at low tide, all being dry between them and the island, they convey over in carts abundance of tin in the mean time. But there is one thing peculiar to these islands which lie between Britain and Europe: for at full sea, they appear to be islands, but at low water for a long way, they look ^ like so many peninsulas. Hence the merchants transport the tin they buy of the inhabitants to France; and for thirty days journey, they carry it in packs upon horses' backs through France, to the mouth of the river Rhone. But thus much concerning tin. Now something remains to be said of amber. 

Over against Scythia above Gaul, in the ocean, lies an island called Basilea, upon which there is cast, by the working of the sea, abundance of amber, not to be found in any other part of the world.

Many of the ancient historians have written incredible stories of this amber, which since have been experienced to be false: for many poets and other writers report, that Phaeton the son of Sol, while he was hut as yet a young boy, prevailed with his father to give him liberty to drive his chariot for one day : which request obtained, the youth not being able to manage the reins, the horses scorned the charioteer, and forsook their ancient course, and ran wildly and disorderly through the heavens, and first set them on fire, and by that means caused that track called the milky way; then burning up a great part of the earth, many countries were laid waste; at which Jupiter was so enraged, that he threw a thunderbolt at Phaeton, and commanded Sol to guide his steeds into their wonted course: and that Phaeton himself fell down into the river Po, anciently called Eridanus; and that his sisters greatly bewailing his death, (through excessive grief) changed their nature, and were transformed into poplar trees, which yearly to this day distil their tears, and by concretion (they say) becomes this electrum or amber, which for beauty and brightness, excels all others of its kind, and is distilled most in that country, when the deaths of young men are solemnly bewailed. But forasmuch as they that have invented this story, have turned their backs upon truth, and that later ages have disproved it by experience of the contrary, regard is rather to be had to true and faithful historians. For amber is gathered in this island before-mentioned, and transported by the inhabitants into the opposite continent, from whence it is brought over to us in these parts as is before declared.

After this account given of the western islands, we conceive it not impertinent, if we briefly relate some things which were omitted m the former books concerning the neighboring nations in Europe.
In Celtica (they say) once ruled a famous man, who bad a daughter of a more tall and majestic stature than ordinary, and for beauty far beyond all others of her sex. This lady glorying much both in her strength and beauty, despised all that courted her, as judging none worthy of her bed. It happened that Hercules at the time he was engaged in the war against Gallia, marched into Celtica, and there built Alesia. When this young virgin saw him, admiring both his valor and stately proportion, she readily admitted him to her bed; yet not without the consent of her parents. Of this lady he begat Galatae, who, for virtues of mind, and strength of body, far excelled 4he rest of his nation. When he came to man's estate, and was possessed of his grandfather's kingdom, he subdued many of the neighboring countries, and performed many notable achievements by his sword. His valor being every where noised abroad, he called his subjects after his own name, Galatians, and the country Galatia, Gaul.

Having shown the original of the name, something is to be said of the country itself. Gaul is inhabited by several nations, but not all alike populous: the greatest of them have in them two hundred thousand men, the least but fifty thousand. Of these there is one that has been an ancient ally of the Romans, and continues so to this day.

In regard it lies for the greatest part under the Arctic pole, it is very cold, and subject to frosts; for in winter in cloudy days, instead of rain the earth is covered with snow j in clear weather, every place is so full of ice and frost, that the rivers are frozen up to that degree, that they are naturally covered over with bridges of ice. For not only a small company of travelers, but vast armies, with their chariots and loaded carriages, may pass over without any danger or hazard.

There are many great rivers run through Gaul, which by their various windings and turnings cut through and parcel the Champaign grounds, some of which have their spring-heads from deep lakes, others issue out from the mountains, and empty themselves either into the ocean, or into our seas.

The greatest that falls into our sea, is the Rhone, which rises out of the Alps, and at five mouths disgorges itself into the sea. Of those that empty themselves into the ocean, the greatest are the Danube and the Rhine; over the last of which Caesar, called Divus,

(fa our time) to admiration, east a bridge, and passed over his forces, and attacked the Gauls on the other side.

There are many other navigable rivers in Celtics, to write of which particularly would be tedious: almost all of them are frequently frozen up, as if bridges were east over their channels. But the tee being naturally smooth, and therefore slippery to the passengers, they throw chaff upon it that they may go the more firmly.

In many places of Gaul, there is something strange and very remarkable, which is not fit to be passed over in silence. For the west and north winds in summer are so fierce and violent, that they fling into the air great stones as big as a man can grasp in his hands, together with a cloud of gravel and dust. Nay, the violence of the) whirlwind is such, that it forces men's arms out of their bands, rends their clothes off their backs, and dismounts the rider from his horse.

This excessive cold and immoderate temper of the air, is the cause

Why the earth in these parts produces neither wine nor oil; and

therefore the Gauls, to supply the want of these fruits, make a drink
of barley, which they call Xythus : they mix likewise their honey

combs with water, and make use of that for the same purpose. They 

are so exceedingly given to wine, that they guzzle it down as soon as
it is imported by the merchant, and are so eager and inordinate, that 
making themselves drunk, they either fall dead asleep, or become 
stark mad.   So that many Italian merchants (to gratify their own 
covetousness) make use of the drunkenness of the Gauls to advance 
their own profit and gain.   For they convey the wine to them both

by navigable rivers, and by land in carts, and bring back an incredible price; for in lieu of a hogshead of wine, they receive a boy, giving drink in truck for a servant.

In Gaul there are no silver mines, but much gold, with which the

nature of the place supplies the inhabitants, without the labor or

toil of digging in the mines.   For the winding course of the river

washing with its streams the feet of the mountains, carries away

great pieces of golden ore, which those employed in this business gather, and then grind and bruise these clods of golden earth: and 
when they have so done, cleanse them from the gross earthy part, by

washing them in water, and they melt them in a furnace; and thus 
get together a vast heap of gold, with which not only the women, but

the men deck and adorn themselves.   For they wear bracelets of this

metal about their wrists and arms, and massy chains of pure and

beaten gold about their necks, and weighty rings upon their fingers,

and crosslets of gold upon their breasts.   The custom observed by

the higher Gauls in the temples of their gods, is admirably remarkable;  
for in the oratories and sacred temples of this country, in honor of their gods they scatter pieces of gold up and down, which none of the inhabitants (their superstitious devotion is such) will in the least touch or meddle with, though the Gauls are of themselves most exceeding covetous.  For stature they are tall, but of a sweaty and pale complexion, red-haired, not only naturally, but they endeavor all they can to make it redder by art. They often wash their hair in a water boiled with lime, and turn it backward from the forehead to the crown of the head, and thence to their very necks, that their faces may be more fully seen, so that they look like satyrs and hobgoblins. By this sort of management of themselves, their hair is as hard as a horse's mane. Some of them shave their beards; others let them grow a little. The persons of quality shave their chins close, hot their mustachios they let fall so low, that they even cover their mouths; so that when they eat, their meat hangs dangling by their hair; and when they drink, the liquor runs through their mustachios as through a sieve. At meal-time they all sit, not upon seats, but upon the ground, and instead of carpets, spread wolves or dogs skins under them. Young boys and girls attend them, such at are yet but mere children. Near at hand they have their chimneys, with their fires well furnished with pots and spits full of whole joints of flesh meat; and the best and fairest joints (in a way of due honor and regard) they set before the persons of best quality: as Homer introduces the Grecian captains entertaining of Ajax, when he re»* turned victor from his single combat with Hector, in this verse. But Agamemnon a favoring sign, before great Ajax set the losty chine.

They invite likewise strangers to their feasts, and after all is over, they ask who they are, and what is their business. In the very midst of feasting, upon any small occasion, it is ordinary for them in a heat to rise, and without any regard of their lives, to fall to it with their swords. For the opinion of Pythagoras prevails much amongst them, that men's souls are immortal, and that there is a transmigration of them into other bodies, and after a certain time they live again; and therefore in their funerals they write letters to their friends, and throw them into the funeral pile, as if they were to be read by the deceased. In their journeys and fights they use chariots drawn with two horses, which carry a charioteer and a soldier, and when they meet horsemen in the battle, they fall upon their enemies with their saunians; then quitting their chariots, they to it with their swords. There are some of them that so despise death, that they will fight naked, with something only about their loins. They carry along with a kind of dart.

them to the wars for their servants, libertines, chosen out of the poorer sort of people, whom they make use of for waggoners, and pedees. When the army is drawn up in battalia, it is usual for some of them to step out before the army, and to challenge the stoutest of their' enemy to a single combat, brandishing their arms to terrify their adversary. If any comet forth to fight with them, then they sing some song in commendation of the valiant acts of their ancestors, and blazon out their own praises: on the contrary they vilify their adversary, and give forth slighting and contemptuous words, as if he had not the least courage. When at any time they cut off their enemies' heads, they hang them about their horses' necks.

They deliver their spoils to their servants, all besmeared with blood, to be carried before them in triumph, they themselves in the meantime singing the triumphant pcean. And as the chief of their spoils, they fasten those they have killed, over the doors of their houses, as if they were so many wild beasts taken in hunting. The heads of their enemies that were the chiefest persons of quality, they carefully deposit in chests, embalming them with the oil of cedars, and showing them to strangers, glory and boast how that some of their ancestors, their fathers, or themselves, (though great sums of money have been offered for them), yet have refused to accept them.

Some glory so much on this account that they refuse to take for one of these heads its weight in gold; in this manner exposing their barbarous magnanimity. For it is brave and generous indeed not to sell the ensigns of true valor; but to fight with the dead bodies of those that were men like us, resembles the cruelty of wild beasts.

Their garments are very strange; for they wear party colored coats, interwoven here and there with divers sorts of flowers; and hose which they call Brace. They make likewise their cassocks of basket-work joined together with laces on the inside, and checkered with many pieces of work like flowers; those they wear in winter are thicker, those in summers more slender.

Their defensive arms are a shield, proportional to the height of a man, garnished with their own ensigns.

Some carry the shapes of beasts in brass, artificially wrought, as well for defenses ornament. Upon their heads they wear helmets of brass, with large pieces of work raised upon them for ostentation sake, to be admired by the beholders; for they have either horns of the same metal joined to them, or the shapes of birds and beasts carved upon them. They have trumpets after the barbarian manner, which in sounding make a horrid noise, to strike a terror fit and proper for the occasion.    Some of them wear iron breast-plates, and

hooked; but others, content with what arms nature before them, fight naked. For swords, they use a Ions; and broad wtanon caHnl Spatha, which they hang across their right thigh by fern or bfssea chains. Some gird themselves over their coats with belts gttt win gold or silver. For darts they cast those they call Lances, when iron shafts are a cubit or snore in length, and almost two hoaessl breadth.

For their swords are as big as the sauniaos of other people, est the points of their saunians are larger than those of their swords; some of them are strait, others bowed and bending baihwains, si that they not only cut, but break the flesh; and when the dsrtil drawn out, it tears and rents the wooed most miserably.

These people are of a most terrible aspect, and have a snoot dtessV ful and loud voice. In their converse they are soaring of their wards, and speak many things darkly and figuratively. They are high sad hyperbolical in trumpeting out their own praises, bat speak slight*/ and contemptibly of others. They are apt to menace others, see opiniated, grievously provoking, of sharp wits, and apt to leans.
Among them they have poets that sing melodious songs, when they call bards, who to their musical instruments like onto harps, chant forth the praises of some, and the dispraises of others.

There are likewise among them philosophers and divines, whom they call SaronuUe*, and are held in great veneration and esteem. Prophets likewise they have, whom they highly honor, who fbretd future events by viewing the entrails of the sacrifices, and to these soothsayers all the people generally are very observant.

When they are to consult on some great and weighty matter, they observe a most strange and incredible custom; for they sacrifice a man, striking him with a sword near the diaphragm, cross over his breast, who being thus slain, and falling down, they judge of the event from the manner of his fall, the convulsion of his members, and the flux of blood; and this has gained among them (by long and ancient usage) a firm credit and belief.

It is not lawful to offer any sacrifice without a philosopher; for they hold that by these, as men acquainted with the nature of the deity, and familiar in their converse with the gods, they ought to present their thank-offerings, and by these ambassadors to desire such things as are good for them. These Druids and Bards are observed and obeyed, not only in times of peace, but war also, both by friends and enemies.

Many times these philosophers and poets, stepping in between two

* Druids; for Saronkto, or Swpnidt, are of the sane signification with Draidft»UO •no of as o*t, the other of *n hollow oak.

amies near at band, when they are just ready to engage, with their swords drawn, and spears presented one against another, have pacified then, as if some wild beasts had been tamed by enchantments. Thug rage is mastered by wisdom, even amongst the most savage barbarians, and Mars himself reverences the Muses.
And now it will be worth while to declare that which multitudes ore altogether ignorant of. Those who inhabit the inland parts beyond Massilia, and about the Alps, and on this side the Pyreneaa mountains, are called Celts; but those that inhabit below this part called Celtica, southward to the ocean and the mountain Hyrdous, and all as far as Scythia, and called Gauls. But the Romans call all these people generally by one and the same tune, Gauls.

The women here are both as tall and as courageous as the men the children, for rite most part, from their very birth are grey headed? but when they grow up to men's estate, their hair changes ta color like to their parents; Those towards the north, and bordering upon Scythia, are so exceeding fierce and cruet, that, (as report goes) they eat men, like the Britains that inhabit Irisf.

They are so noted for a fierce and warlike people, that some ham bought them to be those that patently overran all Asia, and worn then called Cimmerians, and who we now (through length of time) with a little aHeratioo, called Cimbrians.

Patiently they gave themselves <to rapine and spoil, wasting and destroying other countries, and slighted and despised another people.. These are they that took Rome, and robbed the temple «t Delphos. These brought a great part of Europe and Asia under tribute, and possessed themselves of some of the countries of those they subdued. Because of their mixture with the Grecians, they were at fast called Galto-Grecians. They often routed and destroyed many great armies of the Romans.

According to their natural cruelty, they are m impious in the worship of their gods; for malefactors, after that they have been kept close prisoners five years together, they impale upon stakes, in honor to the gods, and then, with many other victims, upon a vast pile of wood, they offer them up as a burnt sacrifice to their deities. ' la like manner they use their captives also, as sacrifices to the gods. Some of them cut the throats, burn, or otherwise destroy both mea and beasts that they have taken in time of war:, though they have very beautiful women among them, yet they little value their private society, but are transported with raging lust to the filthy act of sodomy; and, lying upon the ground on beast's skins spread uudtf them, they there tumble together, with their catamites lying on both Marseille Some part of briiwn,. tb«n * c*tt«4.    Steph.
'

ides of them: and that which is the most abominable is, that without any sense of shame, or regard to their reputation, they will readily prostitute their bodies to others upon every occasion. A od they an so far from looking upon it to be any fault, that they judge it a mean and dishonorable thing for any thus caressed to refute the favor offered them.

Having spoken of the Celts, we shall now give an account of the neighbors the Celtiberians. The two nations Celts and Iberians, heretofore breaking forth into a war about the boundaries of the countries, at length agreed to inhabit together promiscuously, am) so marrying one with another, their issue and posterity (they say) after* wards were called Celtiberians. Two potent nations being that united, and possessed likewise of a rich and fertile country, these Celtiberians became very famous and renowned; so that the Romans had much ado to subdue them after long and tedious wars with them. These Celtiberians bring into the field not only stout and valiant horsemen, but brave foot, both for strength and hardiness able to undergo all manner of labor and toil. They wear black rough cassocks made of wool, like to goat's hair. Some of them are armed with the Gaulish light shields, others with bucklers as big as shields, and wear greaves about their legs made of rough hair, and brazen helmets upon their heads, adorned with red plumes. They carry two-edged swords exactly tempered with steel, and have daggers beside, of a span long, which they make use of in close fights. They make weapons and darts in an admirable manner; for they bury plates of iron so long under ground, till the rust hath consumed the weaker part, and so the rest becomes more strong and firm. Of this they make their swords and other warlike weapons; and with these arms, thus tempered, they so cut through every thing in their way, that neither shield, helmet, nor bone can withstand them. And because they are furnished with two swords, the horse, when they have routed the enemy, alight and join with the foot, and fight to admiration.

There is another strange and wonderful custom they have amongst them; for, though they are very nice and curious in their diet, yet they have a very sordid and filthy practice, to wash their whole bodies over with urine, and rub their very teeth with it, which is counted a certain means of health to their bodies. As to their manners, they are very cruel towards their enemies and other malefactors, but very courteous and civil to strangers; for to all such, from what place so ever they come, they readily and freely entertain them, and strive who shall perform the greatest office of kindness and respect. Those who are attended upon by strangers they commend and esteem them

as friends of the gods. They live upon all "sorts of flesh in great plenty, and their drink is made of honey, their country abounding therewith: but they buy wine also of the merchants that traffic thither.
Of those that border upon them, the most civilized nations are the Vaccsai, who every year divide the lands among them, and then till and plough it, and after the harvest, distribute the fruits, allotting to every one their share; and therefore it is death to steal, or under-handedly to convey away any thing from the husbandman. Those they call Lusitanians are the most valiant of all the Cimbri. These, in times of war, carry little targets made of bowel strings, so strong and firm, as completely to guard and defend their bodies. In fights they manage these, so nimbly whirling them about here and there, that with a great deal of art they avoid and repel every dart that is cast at them.

They use hooked saunians made all of iron, and wear swords and helmets like to those of the Celtiberians. They throw their darts at a great distance, and yet are sure to hit their mark, and wound deeply: being of active and nimble bodies, they cab easily fly from, or pursue their enemy, as there is occasion: but when they are under hardships, they cannot endure near so much as the Celtiberians. La time of peace, they have a kind of a light and airy way of dancing, which requires great agility and nimbleness of the legs and thighs. In time of war they march observing time and measure; and sing. The paeans when they are just ready to charge the enemy.

The Iberians, especially the Lusitanians, are singular in one thing that they do; for those that are young and pressed with want, but yet are strong and courageous, get together upon the tops of the mountains, and furnish themselves with arms; and having made up a considerable body, make incursions into Iberia, and heap up riches by thieving and robbery; and this is their constant practice in despite of all hazard whatsoever; for being lightly armed, and nimble of foot, they are not easily surprised. And indeed steep and craggy mountains are to them as their natural country, and to these they fly for shelter, because there is no way in those places for great armies to pass. And therefore though the Romans often set upon them, and in some measure have curbed them, yet they were never able wholly to put an end to their thieving and robbing.

Having related what concerns the Iberians, we conceive it not impertinent to say something of their silver mines. For almost all this country is full of such mines, whence is dug very good and pure Silver; from whence those that deal in that metal, gain great profit.

People of the higher province of Spain. Portuguese

And in the former book we hare spoken of the Pyreuean ajoaaMfaa in Iberia, when we treated of the acts and achievements of Hercules these are the highest and greatest ct all others; for from the sous* sea, almost as far as to the northern ocean, they divide Gaul from Iberia and Celtiberia, running oat for the space of three rhaujaaJ furlongs. These places being fall of woods, and thick of trees, k m reported, that in ancient time this mountainous tract was set on fire by some shepherds, which continuing burning for many days together, (whence the mountains were called Pyrenean*), the parched superfees of the earth sweated, abundance of silver and the ore being melted, ,the metal flowed down in streams of pure silver, like a river; the ana / whereof being unknown to the inhabitants, the Phoenician merchants bought it for trifles given for it in exchange, and by transporting k into Greece, Asia, and all other nations, greatly enriched themselves; and such was their covetousness, that when, they had fully loaded their ships, and had much more silver to bring aboard, they cut off the lead from their anchors, and made use of silver instead of the other.

The Phoenicians for a long time using this trade, and so growing more and more wealthy, sent many colonics into Sicily and the neighboring islands, and at length into Africa and Sardinia, but a long time after, the Iberians coming to understand the nature of the metal, sunk many large mines, whence they dug an infinite quantity of pure silver, (as never was the like almost in any other place of the world), whereby they gained exceeding great wealth and revenues.
The manner of working in these mines, and ordering the metal among the Iberians is this: there being extraordinary rich mines in this country, of gold as well as silver and brass, the laborers in the brass take a fourth part of the pure brass dug up, to their own use, and the common laborers in silver have an Euboic talent for their labor in three days time; for the whole soil is full of solid and shining ore, so that both the nature of the ground, and the industry of the workmen, is admirable. At the first every common person might dig for this metal; and in regard the silver ore was easily gut, ordinary men grew very rich: but after that Iberia came into the hands of the Romans, the mines were managed by a throng of Italians, whose covetousness lotided them with abundance of riches; fur they bought a great number of slaves, and delivered them to the task* masters and overseers of the mines. These slaves open the iiMHitibs of the mines in many places, where digging deep into the ground, are found tnassy clods of earth* full of gold and silver; and in suikUsf

· Signifying Cery in Greek.

Both in length and depth, they carry on their works in undermining the earth many furlongs distance, the workmen every way here and there making galleries under ground, and bringing up all the massy pieces of ore (whence the profit and gain is to be bad) even out of the lowest bowels of the earth.

There is a great difference between these mines and those in Attica; for besides the labor, they that search there are at great cost and charge ; and besides are often frustrated of their hopes, and sometimes lose what they had found, so that they seem to be unfortunate to a proverb: but those in Iberia that deal in mines, according to their expectations, are greatly enriched by their labours ; for they succeed at their very first sinking, and afterwards by the extraordinary richness of the soil, they find more and more resplendent veins of ore, full of gold and silver; for the whole soil round aborit is interlaced on every hand with these metals. Sometimes at a great depth they meet with rivers under ground, but by art give a check to the violence of their current; for by cutting of trenches under ground, they divert the stream; and being sure to gain what they aim at, when they have begun, they never leave off till they have finished it; and to admiration they pump out those floods of water with those instruments called Egyptian pumps, invented by Archimedes the Syracusan, when he was in Egypt. By these, with constant pumping by turns, they throw up the water to the month of the pit, and by this means drain the mine dry, and make the place fit for their work. For this engine is so ingeniously contrived, that a vast quantity of water is strangely with little labor cast out, and the whole flux is thrown up from the very bottom to the surface of the earth.

The ingenuity of this artist is justly to be admired, not only in these pumps, but in many other far greater things, for which he is famous all the world over, of which we shall distinctly give au exact narration, when we come to the time wherein he lived.

Now though these slaves that continue as so many prisoners in these mines, incredibly enrich their masters by their labors, yet toiling night and day in these golden prisons, many of them by being overworked, die under ground. For they have no rest nor intermission from their labors; but the taskmasters by stripes force them to intolerable hardships, so that at length they die most miserably. Some that through the strength of their bodies, and vigor of their spirits are able to endure it, continue a long time in those miseries, whose calamines are such, that death to them is far inon? Eligible than life.

Since these mines afforded such wonderful riches, it may be greatly admired that none appear to have been sunk of later times: but in answer hereunto, the covetousness of the Carthaginians, when they were masters of Spain, opened all: and hence it was they grew so rich and potent, and hired so many valiant soldiers, by whose assistance they specia on so many great wars, that they neither trusted to the soldiers raised from among their own citizens, nor to those of their confederates, but involved the Romans, Sicilians, and Africans, in extreme hazards, almost to their utter ruin, by conquering all with their monies dug out of the mines. For the Carthaginians were ever of old excessively thirsting after gain, and the Italians came not one jot behind any of them, but were as eager to engross all.

In many places of Spain there is found also tin; but not upon the surface of the ground, as some historians report, but they dig it up* and melt it down as they do gold and silver. Above Lusitania there is much of this tin metal, that is, in the islands lying in the ocean over against Iberia, which are therefore called Cassiterides; and much of it likewise is transported out of Britain into Gaul, the opposite continent, which the merchants carry on horseback through the heart of Celica to Marseilles, and the city called Narbo, which city is a Roman colony, and the greatest mart town for wealth and trade in those parts.

But now having done with the Gauls and Celtiberians, we shall pass to the Ligurians. They inhabit a*rough and barren country, and live a toilsome and troublesome life in their daily labor for their common sustenance; for the country being mountainous and full of woods, some are employed all day long in cutting down trees, being furnished with strong and great hatchets for that purpose. The husbandman’s business for the most part lies in hewing and breaking rocks, the soil is so very rough and craggy; for there is not a clod of earth they can dig up without a stone; and though they continually thus conflict so many hardships, yet custom has turned it to a second nature j and after all their labor and toil, they reap but very little fruit, scarce sufficient to supply their necessities. Daily toil therefore, and scarcity of food, is the reason, they are to lean, and nothing but sinews. The women share in these laborious tasks as much as the men : these people hunt often, and take many wild beasts, by which they supply the want of bread. Being therefore accustomed to range the snowy mountains, and climb the rough and «rapffy hills, their bodies are very strong and brawny. Some of thciu for want of corn and other fruits, drink water; and feed upon locusts and wild beasts, and cram their bellies with such herbs as the 
Iberia.
 The Genoese.
Land there produces; their country being altogether a stranger DO those desirable deities, Ceres and Bacchus.

In the night they lie in the fields, and very seldom so much at in the meanest huts or cottages; but most commonly in hollow rocks, and natural caves, wheresoever they judge there may be a convenient shelter for them; and much after this manner they do in all other things, living after the old sordid and barbarous manner.

In short, the women here are as strong as men, and the men at beasts; and therefore it is reported, that in their wars, sometimes the biggest men among the Gauls, have been foiled and slain in a single combat upon a challenge, by a little slender Ligutiao. 
They are lighter armed than the Romans, for they defend themselves with a long shield, made after the fashion of the Gauls, and their cassocs are girt about them with a belt: they wear wild beasts* skios, and carry a sword of an ordinary length: but some of them conversing much with the Romans, have changed their ancient manner of arming themselves, and have imitated their lords and matters.. They are bold and daring, not only in times of war, but upon all other occasions. For in their traffic they sail through the Sardoniao and African seas, exposing themselves to great hazards in little shift, less than the ordinary ships, without the help of any other vessels; in which, notwithstanding they will boldly (to admiration) venture to weather out the greatest storms and tempests.

Now it remains we should speak of the Tyrrhenians: they were anciently very valiant, and enjoyed a large country, and built many famous cities; and having a great navy, were long masters at tea, and called the sea lying under Italy the Tyrrhenian seat, After their own name. Amongst other things wherewith they funished their land army, they found out the most useful instrument for war, the trumpet, which from them is called Tyrrhenia. 
To the generals of their army they gave these badges of honor; they allowed them an ivory throne, and a purple robe. They were the first that invented portico’s or galleries to their houses, to avoid the trouble and noise of a crowd of servants, and other hangers on; most of which being imitated by the Romans, and brought into their commonwealth, were afterwards Unproved to a great degree of curiosity. They gave themselves much to learning, especially to the study of natural philosophy j and amongst natural events, mightily intent (above all others)

“Adriatic, from Sardona, a city of Liburnia, new Croatia.  Etrurians, or Tuscans, in Italy, now under the great duke of Tuscany. T Between Sicily and Sardinia, formerly the lower tea on the south wet aid of Italy ; the Adriatic, or Gulf of Venice, being called the higher sea, in the north of of Italy.


To find out the nature of thunder and lightning: and therefore to this day, they are admired by the princes all the world over, who make use of them to interpret the prodigious effects of thunder.

They enjoy a very rich country, and well tilled and improved; and so reap abundance of all sorts of fruits, not only for their necessary four), but for pleasure and delight.

They had their tables spread twice a day, furnished with all sort of varieties, even to luxury and excess.

Their foot-carpets are interwoven with flower works, and ebon* dance of silver cups, and great variety of them they make use of. Of household servants they have great numbers, some of whom are very beautiful, and others exceeding rich in apparel, above the condition of servants.

Both servants and freemen have several apartments allowed these, completely furnished with all manner of adornments. At last they threw off their former sobriety, and now live an idle and debauched life, in riot and drunkenness; so that it is no wonder that they have lost the honor and reputation their forefathers gained by warlike achievements. The goodness of the soil does not a little add fuel to their luxury, for they enjoy a most fertile country, rich laud, whence they reap abundance of all sorts of fruits: for Etruria is second to none for fertility of soil, being a large Champaign country, yet distinguished with rising hills here and there, fit and commodious like* wise for tillage: it is watered also with moderate showers, not only in the winter, but in the summer season.

CHAP. III.
Of Gredosia. Of the isles of the Arabian Sea. Of the holy island. Of Panchtea. Of Samothracia. Of Naxus, Syme, Natuus, Cmlydna, Nisyrus, Carpathus.   Of Rhodes, and of Chersoneses.

HAVING gone through the western and northern countries, and the islands of the ocean, we shall now describe the southern islands lying in the Arabian ocean, on the east part of Arabia next to Gredosia*'. This part of Arabia is a country full of villages, and considerable towns, some of which are situated upon high hills, others upon rising grounds, or something higher than Champaign fields. Their greatest cities have stately royal palaces, and are very wealthy and

* A country of Asia now called Tane, a province of Peroa.

Populous: the country abounds with all sorts of cattle, and is of a very fruitful soil, affording plenty of rich pasture for the flocks and herds: many rivers run through it, watering the fields, to the great increase of the fruits of the earth. And therefore this part of Arabia which excels the rest in richness of soil, is justly called Arabia the Happy.

Over against the utmost point of this country, near the ocean, lie many islands, but there are but three that are worth remark: the first is called the Holy Island, wherein it is unlawful to bury the dead: but not far from this, about seven furlongs distant, there is another wherein they bury: the sacred isle chiefly produces frankincense, and in that abundance, as suffices for the service and worship of the gods ail the world over; it has likewise plenty of myrrh, with other odoriferous spices of several sorts, which breathe out a most fragrant smell. The nature of frankincense, and the manner of getting it, is thus: the tree is very small, like to the white Egyptian thorn, and bears a leaf like to the willow: it puts forth a flower of a golden color  from the bark of this tree by incision made, distils the frankincense in drops like tears.

The myrrh tree is like to the mastic tree, but bears a more slender leaf, and grows thicker on the branches. The myrrh flows forth, by digging up the earth round about the roots. Those that grow in a rich soil, bear twice a year, that is, in the spring and summer: that in the spring time is of a deep red color, caused by the dew; the other, nearer winter, is white.

There they got likewise the fruit of the Paliurus tree*, very wholesome both in meat and drink, and good against a dysentery. The land is divided amongst the inhabitants, of which the best part is allotted to the king, who has likewise the tenths of the fruits.

They say, the breadth of this island is about two hundred furlongs, inhabited by them they call Panchaeans, who transport the myrrh and frankincense into foreign parts, and sell it to the Arabian merchants, from whom others buy these and other such like merchandise, and convey them to Phoenicia, Cselosyria, and Egypt; and from those places they are carried by the merchants over all parts of the world.

Besides these, there is another large island about thirty furlongs distance from this last-mentioned, lying to the east many furlongs in length. For they say, from a promontory thereof running out towards the east, may be seen India, like a cloud in the ait, the distance is so great.

There are many things observable in Panchsa, that deserve to be

• It grows in Africi, bean « red fruit.   Via. Plia. Nit. Mitt. lib. 13. c, 19.

taken notice of. The natural inhabitants are those they call Pan* chssi; the strangers that dwell among them are people of the wet* tern parts, together with Indians, Cretans, and Scythians. ID this island there is a famous city, called Panara, not inferior to any for wealth and grandeur. The citizens are called the suppliants of Jupiter Triphylius, and are the only people of Panchsea, that are governed by a democracy, without a monarch. They choose every year the presidents or governors, that have all matters under their cognizance, but what concerns life and death; and the most weighty natters they refer to the college of their priests. The temple of Jupiter Triphylius is about sixty furlongs distant from the city, in a Champaign plain. It is in great veneration because of its antiquity and the stateliness of the structure, and the fertility of the soil.

The fields round about the temple are planted with all sorts of trees, not only for fruit, but for pleasure and delight\ for they abound with tall cypresses, plane trees, laurels, and myrtles, the place abounding with fountains of running water: for near the temple there is such a mighty spring of sweet water rushes out of the earth, as that it becomes a navigable river: thence it divides itself into several currents and streams, and waters all the fields thereabouts, and produces thick groves of tall and shady trees; amongst which, in summer, abundance of people spend their time, and a multitude of birds of all sorts build their nests, which create great delight, both by affecting the eye with the variety of their colors, and taking the ear with the sweetness of their notes. Here are many gardens, sweet and pleasant meadows decked with all sorts of herbs and flowers, and so glorious is the prospect, that it seems to be a paradise worthy of the gods themselves.

There are here likewise large and fruitful palms, and abundance of walnut trees, which plentifully furnish the inhabitants with pleasant nuts.

Besides all these, there are a multitude of vines of all sorts, spiring up on high, and so curiously interwoven one amongst another, that they are exceeding pleasant to the view, and greatly advance the delights of the place.

The temple was built of white marble, most artificially jointed and cemented, two hundred yards in length, and as many in breadth, supported with great and thick pillars, curiously adorned with carved work. In this temple are placed huge statues of the gods, of admirable workmanship, and amazing largeness. Round the temple are built apartments for the priests that attend the service of the gods, by whom every thing in that sacred place is performed, all along from the temple, is an even course of ground, four furlongs in length, and a hundred yards in breadth; on either side of which are erected vast brazen statues, with four-square pedestals; at the end of the course, breaks forth the river from the fountains before mentioned, from whence flows most clear and sweet water,' the drinking of which conduces much to the health of the body. This river is called the water of the sun.

The whole fountain is lined on both sides and nagged at the bottom with stone at a vast expense, and runs out on both sides for the space of four furlongs. It is not lawful for any but the priests to approach to the brink of the fountain. All the land about for two hundred furlongs round, is consecrated to the gods, and the revenue* bestowed in maintaining the public sacrifices, and service of the gods:' beyond these consecrated lands, is a high mountain, dedicated likewise to the gods, which they call the throne of Ccelus and Triphylius Olympus; for they report that Uranus, when he governed the whole world, pleasantly diverted himself in this*place; and from the top of the mount observed the motion of the heavens and stars, and that he was called Triphylius Olympus, because the inhabitants were composed of three several nations, Pancheeans, Oceanites, and Doians, who were afterwards expelled by Ammon; for it is said, that he not only rooted out this nation, but utterly destroyed all their cities, and laid Doia and Asterusia even with the ground. His priests every year solemnize a sacred festival in this mountain, with great devotion.

Behind this mount, in other parts of Panchsea, they say there are abundance of wild beasts of all kinds, as elephants, lions, leopards, deer, and many other wonderful creatures both for strength and proportion. In this island there are three chief cities, Hyracia, Dalis, and Oceanis. The whole country is very fertile, and especially in the production of all sorts of wine in great plenty.
The men are warlike, and use chariots in battles, after the ancient manner. The whole nation is divided into three parts: the first class is of the priests, with whom are joined the artificers. The other tribe consists of the husbandmen; and the third are the militia and the shepherds.

The priests govern all, and are the sole arbitrators in every matter; for they give judgment in all controversies, and have the power and authority in all public transactions of state. The husbandmen ' till the land, hut the fruit is brought into the common treasury, and who is judged the most skilful in husbandry, receives the largest share of the fruits for a reward in the first place j and so the second, and the rest in order to the tenth, as every one merits less or more, * Called Caelum in Latin.

receives his reward by the judgment of the priests. In the same manner the shepherds and herdsmen carefully bring into the public stock, the victims and other things both by number and weight, as the nature of the things are; for it is not lawful for any to appropriate any tiling to themselves particularly, except a house and a garden. For all the young breed of cattle, and other things, and all the revenues, are received by the priests, and they justly distribute to every one as their necessity does require; only the priests have a double proportion.

They wear soft and fine garments; for their sheep's wool much finer here than any where else; both men and women likewise deck themselves with golden ornaments; for they wear necklaces of gold, and bracelets about their arms, and like the Persians have rings hanging in their ears. Their shoes are such as others wear, but richly beautified with divers sorts of colors.

Their soldiers, for ordinary pay, defend the country, fortifying themselves within camps and bulwarks j for there is a part of the island infested with most daring thieves and robbers, who often lurch and surprise the husbandmen.

To conclude, these priests for delicacy, state, and purity of life, far excel all the rest of the inhabitants: their robes are of white linen* and sometimes of pure soft wool. They wear likewise mitres, embroidered with gold. Their shoes are sandals curiously wrought with exquisite workmanship, and in their ears hang golden earrings like' to the women's.

They attend chiefly upon the service of the gods, singing melodious songs in their praises, setting forth their glorious acts and benefits bestowed upon men. The priests say they came originally from Crete, and were brought over into Panchna by Jupiter, when he was upon earth, and governed all the world; and allege their language for a confirmation of this assertion, inasmuch as they retain many words of the Cretan speech among them. And further say, that they derived from their ancestors that civility and kindness wherewith they entertain the Cretans, the fame and report of their ancient consanguinity descending continually in a perpetual succession to their posterity : they show likewise a record written, as they say, by Jopher's own hand, at the time when he was on earth, and laid the foundation of the temple.

There are in this island likewise mines of gold, silver, brass, and iron, but not lawful for any to export them. Nay, it is not lawful for any of the priests to go out of the verge of the consecrated ground; and if any do, it is lawful for any man that finds them to kill them. They have under their charge innumerable vast vessels, and other
consecrated things, both of gold and silver, which have been laid up there in honor of the gods for many ages. The gates of the temple are of admirable workmanship, beautified with gold, silver, ivory, and thytne wood.

The bed of the god is six cubits long, and four broad, of massy gold, most curiously wrought in every part; near adjoining, stands the table, as large, and of the like materials and workmanship with the other in every respect.

In the middle of the bed, is placed a great golden pillar, whereon are letters inscribed, called by the Egyptians, sacred writing, expressing the famous actions of Uranus, Jupiter, Diana, and Apollo, written, they say, by Mercury himself. But this may suffice concerning the islands lying in the ocean over against Arabia.

We shall now speak of those in the iEgsean sea, near to Greece, beginning with Samothracia. It is said this island was anciently called Samos, and afterwards Samothracia, to distinguish it from one nearto it, called Samos, built by Samus.

The inhabitants are those that have ever been originally there, so that there is nothing certain handed down to posterity, concerning die first inhabitants and governors of this place. Some there are notwithstanding, that report, that it was anciently called Samos, and afterwards Samothracia, from colonies that settled there out of Samos and Thrace.

The natural inhabitants had anciently a peculiar kind of speech; some marks whereof remain in the worship of their gods at this day The Samothracians themselves report, that before there was anj flood in any other nation, there was a great one amongst them.

The first irruption was at the mouth of the Cyne**, and the other made through the Hellespont: for they say, that the Pontic sea being once a standing pool, was so swelled by the falling in of rivers, that being overcharged with water, it emptied itself into the Hellespont, and overflowed a great part of the coasts of Asia, and laid a considerable part of the champaign country of Samot Uracil under water. And as a manifestation of this, some fishermen o< later times have brought up with their nets the heads of stone pillars, certain signs of the cities having been overflowed and ruined bj the waters. The inhabitants that escaped, they say, fled to the high parts of the island, but the sea rising still higher, they made the addresses to their gods, and thereupon being delivered from the imminent danger they were in, they compassed in the bounds of those places wherein they were preserved throughout the whole island, and Two rocks in the Thracian Bosphoros.

there erected altars, where they sacrifice to their gods at this day: whence it is apparent, that they inhabited Samothrace before the last deluge.

Afterwards one Sacm, an blander, the son, (as some say), of Jupiter and Nympha, but (as others, of Mercury and Rhena), gather* ed the inhabitants (before living scattered and dispersed) into a body; and made Jaws for their better government, and divided them into five tribes, calling them after the names of his sons, but named him* 'self Saon, after the name of the island. The government being thus settled, it is said, that Dardanus, Jasion, and Harmonia, the children of Jupiter and Electra, one of the daughters of Atlas, were born among them. Of these, Dardanus, (being a bold and brave-spirited man) passed over in a pinnace into Asia, and first built the city Dardanus, and erected the kingdom of Troy, (so called, from Troy built afterwards), and called the people Dardaniana. He reigned, they say, over many other nations besides in Asia and that the Dardanians above Thrace, were a colony settled there by him.

It is further said that Jupiter, desiring likewise to advance his other son to a high degree of honor and reputation, discovered to him thelites of the sacred mysteries anciently observed in that island, but then newly revived, which it was not lawful for any to hear, but those that are initiated.

But he seems to be the first that initiated strangers: whence these rites and ceremonies' became more noted and famous.

About this time, Cadmus the son of Agenor, came thither to seek Europa, and being initiated in these sacred mysteries, married Harmonia the sister of Jasion, not the daughter of Mars, as the Greeks report: they say, that this was the first marriage that was celebrated in the presence of the gods, where Ceres, in love with Jasion, pre* sented him with corn; Mercury with a harp; Minerva bestowed that famous necklace, vail, and pipe. Electra taught him to celebrate the sacred mysteries of the great mother of the gods with cymbals, timbrels, and dancing. Apollo played upon his harp, and the must* upou wind instruments; arid the rest of the gods celebrated the nup» tials with joyful acclamations.

Cadmus afterwards (as he was commanded by the oracle) bails Thebes in Baeotia; and Jasion married Cybele, of whom they say hi begat Corybas; after Jasion was received into the number of the gods, Dardanus, Cybele, and Corybas, travelling into Phrygia, brougltf over the sacred mysteries of the mother of the gods into Asia; then Cybele married Olympus the first, and bore Alces, and called thfi goddess Cybele, after her own name. Corybas called those that cele* mated the sacred mysteries of his mother, (in a furious sage Jib*

madmen), after his own name, Corybantes, and married Thebe, the daughter of Cilixj and thus pipes were brought over intoPhrygia, and Mercury's harp into Lyrnessus; which, when the city was taken, was carried away by Achilles. It is reported, likewise, that Pluto was the son of Jasion and Ceres, which rose from this real truth, that Ceres, at the marriage of Harmonia, bestowed upon Jasion upon the account of her familiarity with him, rich presents of corn: but what are particularly acted in the celebration of these •acred mysteries, it is granted are only known by those that areiniv dated.

It is commonly said, that these gods are always present, and afford their help and assistance to those that are initiated, and call upon them when they fall into any sudden and unexpected distress; and that these worshippers grow more and more pious and righteous, and still exceed themselves in goodness; and therefore the most famous of the ancient heroes and demigods greatly coveted to be initiated into these sacred rites and ceremonies: for it is believed, that Jasion, Dioscurus, Hercules, and Orpheus, (who were members of this society), through the favour of these go3s, prospered in all their wars.

Having now finished what concerns Samothracia, the course of

the history leads us to Naxus.


This island was formerly called Strangle. The Thracians were the first that settled here, upon the occasion following—It is said, that Boreas had two sons, Butes and Lycurgus, of several mothers. Butes, the younger, plotted to murder his brother, which being plainly discovered, the father appointed no greater a punishment to be executed upon his son, hut only commanded him, with his accomplices, to take shipping and be gone, and seek out for themselves some other habitations: upon which, Butes, with a number of Thracians, his fellow criminals, Went aboard, and in a direct course made their way through the Cyclade islands, and arrived at Strongyle; and thus possessed of the island, robbed all by their piracies that passed that way. But being in want of women, they roved about here and there, and forcibly carried them away wherever theycould find them. Some of the Cyclade islands at that time were wholly desolate, and others of them but very thinly inhabited* Running out therefore a long way off, and being repulsed at Eubcea, they arrived at Thessalyj and there landing, they met with the nurses of Bacchus, at the mountain called Diros, celebrating the mysteries of the gods in Achaia Pbthiotis; being then ready to seize upon the women, some of them cast away their offerings and fled to the sea, and others to the mountain before mentioned: but.Butes seized up*

on Coronides, and ravished her, which dishonour she bore so heinously, that she called upon Bacchus to revenge her disgrace, and thereupon he struck Butes with madness, who in his mad mood east himself into a pit and so perished.    The rest of the Thracians seised upon other women, amongst whom were two noble ladies, Ipbimedia, the wife of Aloeus, and his daughter Pancratis; with these they returned to Strongyle.   In the room of Butes they created Agasssmenus king of the island, and married him to Pancratis, the daughter of Aloeus, a lady of an admirable beauty: for whom, (before he took her to be his wife), Siculus and Hecaterus, two of the most eminent commanders, fought a duel, and wounded one another. Agassamenus bestowed Iphimedia upon one of his intimate friends, whom he had made general of his army.   In the mean time Aloeus sent his two sons,  Otus and Ephialtes, to seek after his wife and daughter, who invading Strongyle, fought with the Thracians, routed them, and took the city by storm.   Not long after Pancratis died, Otus and Ephialtes possessed themselves of the island, and ousted the Thracians, and called it Dia.   Shortly after they fell out and fought a set battle, wherein many were killed on both sides, sod the two brothers killed one another, whom the inhabitants afterwards adored as demigods.    After the Thracians had held the island for above two hundred years,at length a drought and famine forced them to leave the place. After them theCarians (being expelled from Lamia) possessed themselves of it, whose king Naxus, the son of Polemon, afterwards ordered the island should be called Naxus, after his own name.   This Naxus was a very famous and good man, and left behind him a son,  called Leucippus, whose son Smardius afterwards reigned in the island; in whose reign Theseus coming out of Crete with Ariadne, landed here, and in his sleep saw Bacchus threatening him with ruin, if he did not forsake Ariadne; with which vision being terrified, he left Her, and withdrew himself out of the island. Then Bacchus in the night led away Ariadne to the mountain Arias, and then immediately disappeared, and not long after Ariadne was no more seen.

The Naxians have many stories amongst them concerning this god; for they say he was bred up with them, and therefore that this island was loved by Bacchus more than any other, and by some called Dionysiades. For Jupiter, as the story goes, (Semele, before the birth of Bacchus, being struck with a thunderbolt), took the infant Bacchus out of his mother's womb, and clapped him within his thigh: but when the full time of his birth was at hand, to conceal him from Juno, he was brought forth in Naxus, and there committed to the care of the nymphs, Philias, Coronidis, and Cleidis, to be

educated by them and that Semele was therefore before his birth killed by lightning, to the end that Bacchus, not being bora of a mortal, but of two immortal deities, might from his birth be of an immortal nature. Upon account therefore of the kindness showed him in his education, he expressed his gratitude to the inhabitants so far, as that he advanced them to a high ^egree of wealth and power, and furnished them with a large fleet of ships; and that they being the first that made a defection from Xerxes, (they say) he assisted them to vanquish the barbarians in a sea-fight, and that he gave a clear evidence and token of his concern with them in the battle at Platea; and that the excellency of their wine, was an apparent demonstration of the kindness of this god to their island.

The first that inhabited Syme (which before lay waste and desolate) were those that came thither with Triops, under the conduct of Chthonius, the son of Neptune and Symes, from whom the island was so called.

Nireus, the son of Charops and Aglaia, was, in after times, king of this island; he was a very comely and beautiful man, and went along with Agamemnon to the war against Troy and, together with this island, was lord of Cnidus.

After the end of the Trojan war, the Carians possessed themselves of this place at such a time as they were masters at sea; afterwards, forced thence by an excessive drought, they settled themselves in Uranium. From that time it lay desolate, till the fleet of the Lacedaemonians and Argives arrived there, and then it was planted with new colonies in this manner—

Nausus, one of the companions of Hippotas, taking along with him those that came too late, at the time that the country was divided by lot, possessed himself of Syme, which then lay desolate, and afterwards received others (that came there under the conduct of Xuthus) to share with him both in the privileges of the city, and commodities of the country, and possessed the island equally among them. They say that both Cnidians and Rhodians made up part of this colony.

The Cares anciently possessed Calydna and Nisyrus; and afterwards Thessalus, the son of Hercules, was lord of both the islands; and therefore Antiphus and Philippus kings of Coos, (when they were engaged in the war of Troy), were generals of those forces that were sent out of these islands. In their return from the Trojan war* four of Agamemnon's ships were by a storm cast upon Calydna, and the men that were on board, continued there intermixed with the other inhabitants. But the ancient inhabitants of Nisyrus, were swallowed up by an earthquake.   After which, the Coons added it
to their dominion, as they had done Calydna before. After then, the Rhodians sent a colony thither; all the former inhabitants being wholly swept away with a plague.

As for Carpathus, that was first seized upon by some of Minos' Soldiers, at such time as he was master at sea, and lorded it over the Grecians. Many ages after, loclus, the son of Thymolest of Argos, by the command of the oracle, brought over a cofeaj thither.

The island of Rhodes was anciently inhabited by those called Telchines; who, (as an old story goes), were the offspring of Thalassa, and with Caphira, the daughter of Oceanus, brought up Neptune who was committed to their care by Rhea. It is said they invented several arts, and found out many other things useful and conducive to the wellbeing of man's life. It is reported, they were tat first that made statues of the gods, and that some of the ancient images were denominated from them; for amongst the Lindians, Apollo is called Apollo Telchinius: amongst the Ialysians, Juno and the nymphs were called Telchiniae; and amongst the Camirsaans, Juno was called Juno Telchinia. But these Telchines were likewise reported to be conjurers, for they could raise storms and tempests, with rain, hail, and snow, whenever they pleased; which the magicians, (as is related in history), were used to do. They could likewise transform themselves into other shapes, and were envious at all who learned their art.

Neptune, they say, fell in love with Halia, the sister of the Telchines, and of her begat several children, six sons, and one daughter, called Rhode, from whom the island was called Rhodes.

In those days there were giants in the western parts of the island. Then, likewise, Jupiter having conquered the Titans, fell in tore with a nymph named Hamalia, and of her begat three sons, Spartaeus, Cronius, and Cytus. About the time they were grown up to men's estates, Venus, in her passage from Cythera to Cyprus, arrived at this island; but being hindered from landing by the sons of Neptune, together with proud and impious language, the goddess was so provoked, that she struck them mad,, and caused them in their raging mood to ravish their own mother, and commit many other outrages upon the inhabitants. Neptune coming to the knowledge of this vile fact, sunk his sons under ground for their wickedness. Whence they were called the eastern demons. Halia threw herself into the sea, and afterwards was adored by the inhabitants as a goddess by the name of Leucothea. Afterwards the Telchines foreseeing an inundation coming upon Rhodes, forsook the island, and were dispersed and scattered abroad.   Of whom Lycus went

into Lycia, and built the temple of Apollo Lycius, near to the banks of the river Xanthos.

When the flood came, it rose so high, that besides destroying those that remained in the island, all the flat and Champaign part of the country, (with showers that poured down continually), was like a standing pool of water: some few that fled to the higher grounds were preserved, amongst whom were the sons of Jupiter. But Sol, (as the story is told), falling in love with Rhode, called the island after her name Rhodes, and cleared the island of the inundation.   But the

truth couched in the fable is this__ In the first generation of all

things, when the island lay in mud and dirt, the sun dried up the moisture, and made the land productive of living creatures; whence sprang the seven Heliades, so called from the sun, and other men, the original inhabitants. And hence it is, that they account the island to be consecrated to the sun, and the Rhodians, in aftertimes, constantly worshipped the sun above all other gods, as the parent from whence they first sprang. The names of his seven sons are Ochimus,Cercaphus,Macir, Actis, Tenages, Triopas, and Cannabis; he had only one daughter, called Electryo, who crying s virgin, became ever after adored by the Rhodians as a demigoddess. When the Heliades attained to men's estate, Sol told them, that whichever of them first sacrificed to Minerva, should ever enjoy the presence of the goddess. The same thing, it is said, was promised and . foretold at the same time to the Athenians. Hereupon, it fell oat, that the Heliades, through too much haste, forgot to put fire under the altars, before they laid the sacrifices upon them: Cecrops, they say, then reigned in Athens, and was later than the others in slaying the burnt-offering, but was before them in burning the victim; for which reason there is a peculiar ceremony used in Rhodes in their sacred mysteries to this day, and the image of the goddess is set up there.

These things some have related concerning the antiquities of the Rhodians, among whom is Zenon, who wrote their history.

The Heliades, as they were in station above other men, so they excelled others in learning, and especially in astrology. They were the persons that first found out the art of navigation, and the dividing of the day into hours. Tenages was the most ingenious of any of them, and therefore through envy was murdered by his brothers; upon discovery of the fact, both the principal authors and their accomplices fled for it.

Macir got to Lesbos, and Candalus to Cos.   Actis fled into Egypt,

♦ That is, laying the victim upon the altar before the fire.

and there built Heliopolis, calling it after the name of his father; and from him the Egyptians learned the science of astrology.

Afterwards, when most of the inhabitants of Greece were destroyed by the flood, and all records and ancient monuments perished with them, the Egyptians took this occasion to appropriate the study of astrology solely to themselves; and whereas the Grecians (through ignorance) as yet valued not learning, it became a general opinion that the Egyptians were the first that found out the knowledge of the stars.

And so even the Athenians themselves, though they built the city Sais, in Egypt, yet by reason of the flood, were led into the same error of forgetting what was before. And therefore it is believed, that, many ages after, Cadmus the son of Agenor brought the knowledge of letters out of Phoenicia first into Greece; and after him, it is supposed the Grecians themselves added some letters to those they learned before; but a general ignorance, however, still prevailed amongst them.

Triopas, another son, passed over into Caria, and possessed himself of the promontory there, called from him Triopium. The rest of Sol's sons, having had no hand in the murder, staid behind in Rhodes; and afterwards built the city Achaia, and dwelt in Ialysia. But the regal power was in Ochimus the eldest son, who married Hegetoria, one of the nymphs, and of her begat a daughter called Gydippe, who afterwards went by the name of Cyrbias, by marrying of whom Cercaphus his brother came to the kingdom; after whose death, three of the sons, Lindus, Ialysus, and Camirus reigned together; in whose time a great inundation laid Cyrbe waste and desolate. These three brothers divided the country amongst themselves, and each built a city, and called them after their own names.

At this time Danaus fled out of Egypt with his great number of daughters, and landed at Lindus in Rhodes; where being received by the inhabitants, he built a temple to Minerva, and consecrated to her an altar. During this travel of Danaus, three of his daughters died in Lindus, and the rest passed over with their father to Argos.

Not long after, Cadmus, the son of Agenor, being commanded by the king to seek after Europa, made for Rhodes; and in the voyage, being overtaken with a violent storm, made a vow to build a temple to Neptune. Having therefore escaped the danger, according to his vow, he dedicated a temple to this god in the island, and left some of the Phoenicians to be overseers of the sacred mysteries, who were made members of the city with the Ialysians, and out of their families, they say, from time to time, were chosen the priests. Cadmus, at that time devoted many rich gifts to Minerva Lindia, amongst

which was a brass caldron, a most excellent piece of curious ancient workmanship; it bad an inscription upon it in Phoenician letters, which were therefore called Phoenician, because, they say, they were first brought out of Phoenicia into Greece.

In aftertimes vast serpents bred in Rhodes, which destroyed many of the inhabitants; those therefore that remained, sent to Delos, to consult the oracle what was to be done for the removal of the present calamity they suffered under, who returned answer
That they should admit Phorbas and his followers to share with them in the bland. He was the son of Lapithas, and was then with many of his friends in Thessaly, seeking for a convenient place wherein to settle themselves. The Rhodians, hereupon (according to the direction of the oracle) sent for Phorbas, and received him as a proprietor with them in the island, who destroyed all the serpents, and freed the country from their former fears, and from thenceforth continued in Rhodes; and was after his death adored as a demigod, having approved himself a good man in several other respects.

Afterwards Althasmeues, the son of Catreus king of Crete, consulting the oracle concerning some affairs, was answered, that it would be his fate to kill his own father; to avoid which misfortune he voluntarily forsook Crete, with many others, who of their own accord went along with him, and passed over to Camirus, the metropolis of Rhodes, and there built a temple upon mount Atamirus, to Jupiter Atamirus, which is in great veneration and esteem at this day. It is situated upon the very top of the mountain, whence may be had a clear prospect of Crete. Althsemenes, with his followers, thus settled in Camirus, lived in great honor and esteem among the citizens. But his father Catreus having no issue male, and exceedingly loving his son, undertook a voyage to Rhodes, longing to find out his son, and to bring him back to Crete.

And now his unalterable destiny was near at hand, for landing at Rhodes in the night, with some others of his attendants, forthwith there was a conflict between them and the islanders; whereupon Althremenes ran in hastily to their assistance, and (unknown to him) killed his father with a dart; which when he came to understand, he was so overwhelmed with sorrow, that he ever after avoided all manner of society, and wandered up and down in the deserts, and at last died of grief: but by the command of the oracle he was afterwards honoured by the Rhodians as a demigod.

After this, a little before the Trojan war, Tlepolimus the son of Hercules, fled voluntarily from Argos, by reason of his killing Licymnius, whom he slew unawares; and upon inquiry having received an answer from the oracle concerning the' planting of a

colony, he passed over with a few people into Rhodes, where being received, he settled: and being afterwards created king of the island, he divided the country into equal shares by lot; and during his reign, ordered all other matters according to the rules of justice and equity. At length preparing to go along with Agamemnon, in the expedition against Troy, he committed the government into the hands of Butas, who fled with him from Argos. And after he had gained much glory and renown in that war, he died in the country of Troas.

Now because some things of Chersonesus are intermixed with the

affairs of Rhodes, over against which it lies, we conceive it not

amiss here to give an account of it. Some are of opinion it is called

Chersonesus, from the nature of the place, being like to an isthmus;

or, as others write, from one Chersonesus, once a petty prince there.

Not long after whose time, it is said, five of the Curetes came there;

which Curetes were the posterity of those that brought up Jupiter

(born of the mother goddess Rhea) in the mountains of Ida in Crete.

After their arrival in Crete (with a considerable navy) they expelled

the Cares, the antient inhabitants, and divided the country into five

parts, and each of them built a city, and called them after their own
names.
Not long after, Inachus king of Argos, sent Cyrnus, one of his noblemen and commanders, with a considerable fleet, to find out his daughter Io, and not to return till he found her. After he had roved about into several parts of the world, and could not find her, he at length arrived at Curia in Chersonesus, and there settled himself, despairing ever to return to his own country; and afterwards, partly by force, and partly by persuasions, lie reigned as king over part of the country, and built a city, and called it Cyrnus, after his own name; and governed so well, to the advancement of the public good, that he was greatly beloved and honoured by the citizens.

Afterwards Triopas, one of the sons of Sol and Rhode, fled into Chersonesus, for the killing of his brother: but being cleared and acquitted by king Melisscus, he sailed into Thessaly, to the assistance of Deucalion's sons, and assisted in expelling the Pelasgians thence, and they divided the country called Dotion among them. He there cut down the grove of Ceres, and made use of it for the building of himself a palace; for which he was hated of the people, and forced to fly out of Thessaly, and sailed away with some of his followers to Cnidia, where he built a city called after his own name, Triopium. Leaving this place, he gained Chersonesus, and a great part of Caria adjoining to it.

Many writers, and especially the poets, differ much about the descent of Triopas. Some derive his descent from Canace (the daughter of Aeolus) and Neptune; .others say, his parents were Lapitha, the son of Apollo, and Stibes, the daughter of Pfneus. In Castabus, in Chersonesus, there is a temple dedicated to Hemithea; what is remarkable concerning her, is not fit to be omitted. Although there are various stories related of her, yet we shall only give an account of what is generally granted and agreed upon by the inhabitants to be true.

Staphylus and Chrysothemides had three daughters, Molpadia, Rhoeo, and Parthenos. Rhoeo was got with child by Apollo, at which her father was so incensed, thinking she had played the whore with some mortal man, that he locked her up in a chest, and threw her into the sea, and the chest was afterwards cast up upon the island Delos, where she was delivered of a son, whom she named Arrius. Being thus wonderfully preserved, she laid the child upon the altar of Apollo, and prayed to him, that if he was the child's father, he would save and defend the infant: upon which the story goes, that Apollo hid the child, but afterwards took care to have him carefully brought up, and endued him with a prophetic spirit, and advanced him to great honour and reputation.

Molpadia and Parthenos, the other sisters, having the charge of their father's wine, (the use of which was then but newly found out), with drinking too much,' fell fast asleep; in the mean time, a sow which they fed, coming into the place, threw down the hogshead, and spilt all the wine. When the poor ladies perceived what was done, they so dreaded the severity of their father, that they fled to the sea shore, and threw themselves headlong from the top of a high rock into the sea: but Apollo, for the sake of their sister, took them up safe, and brought them to some cities in Chersonesus; where Parthenos, at Bubastus, was adored as a goddess, and had a temple erected in honour of her.

Molpadia was brought to Castabus, and for the special revelations she had from the god, she was called Hemithea, and was in great honour and esteem among all the Chersonesians. In the celebration of her mysteries, (in remembrance of the misfortune concerning the wine) they offer drink-offerings of water and honey mixed together; and he that has touched a swine, or eaten of swine's flesh, is not permitted to enter into her temple.

This temple of Hemithea in following times grew so famous, that not only the inhabitants adored it, but strangers far and near resorted to it with great devotion, and with many rich presents and magnifi-

* Half agoddesa.

cent sacrifices; and that which is most observable is, that the Tery Persians themselves, when they destroyed all other temples throughout all Greece, spared only the temple of Hemithea. Thieves and robbers likewise, who spoil and waste all before them, have still from time to time spared this temple, though it stands open and naked, without the defence of a wall to secure it. They say that the cause of the flourishing condition of this place is, the great kindness of this goddess to all men whatsoever; for she appears to those that are sick, in their sleep, and directs them to proper remedies for the recovery of their health; such as are in desperate distempers, and resort thir ther, she perfectly cures and restores. Women likewise that are "in hard labour, she safely delivers, and frees from the pains and hazards of childbearing, and therefore that temple is full of ancient relicts and donations safely kept and preserved to this day, not by guards or walls, but only by the religious devotion observed in this place.

But let this suffice concerning Rhodes and Chersonesusj it remains we should now treat of Crete.

CHAP. IV.

Of Crete: the first inhabitants. Of the Ideei Daetyli: of Jupiter, Saturn, Hyperion, Prometheus, Mnemosyne, Themis, Ceres, Neptune, Pallas. Jupiter's race; as the Muses, Vulcan, Mars, etc. Of the ancient Hercules, Britomartis,' Pluto. Rhadamanthus's justice. Of Lesbos. Deucalion's flood. Of the blessed islands.    Of Tenedos and the Cyclades.

THE inhabitants of Crete affirm, that the most ancient people of Crete are the Eteocretes, whose king, whom they call Creta, found out many very useful things, conducing much to the support and comfort of man's life. They say, likewise, that many of the gods were born amongst them, who, for the benefits they conferred upon mankind, were eternally honoured as deities: of which things we shall here distinctly treat, as they are delivered to us by the most approved authors who have written the history of Crete.

The first inhabitants of Crete (of whom we have any record) were the Idaei Dactyli, in mount Ida: some say, there were a hundred others, but ten in number, called Dactyli, from the ten fingers on men's hands.

Some affirm, and amongst those Ephorus, that the Idaei Dactyli had their origin from mount Ida in Phrygia, and passed over with Minos into Europe; and that they were conjurors, and gave themselves to enchantments, and sacred rites and mysteries; and abiding in Samothracia, greatly amused and astonished the people of the island: at which time it is said, Orpheus (who was naturally of a prompt wit to music and poetry) was their scholar, and the first that brought over the rites and ceremonies of their mysteries into Greece, The Dactyli, moreover, as is said, found out the use of fire, and discovered the nature of iron and brass to the inhabitants of the Anti-sapterians, near to the mountain Berecynthus, and taught the manner of working it: and because they were the first discoverers of many things of great use and advantage to mankind, they were adored and worshipped as gods: one of them, they say, was called Hercules, who was a person of great renown, and who instituted the Olympic games, which were thought by posterity to have been appointed by Hercules the son of Alcmena, led into that error by the identity of names.

An evidence of these things, they say, remains to this day, in that the women chant the songs formerly sung by this god, and wear aboet them certain amulets, in imitation of him who was a magician, and taught sacred rites and ceremonies: all which were different from the manners of Hercules the son of Alcmena.

After the Idaei Dactyli, they say, there were nine Curetes, some of which are feigned to be the offspring of the earth, and the rest to descend from the Idaei Dactyli. They dwelt in the mountains, under the shade of thick trees, and in caves and other places that naturally afforded them a shelter and covering, the building of houses not being then found out. They were very ingenious, and therefore invented many things very useful and profitable; for they were the first that taught how to manage flocks of sheep, and to tame and bring up other cattle, and how to gather honey; and that they first explained how to cast darts, and to hunt; and ordered men into societies and communities, and sociably eating one with another, and brought men to a peaceable and orderly course of life: they likewise invented swords and helmets, and dancing in arms, and by the great noise they made, deceived Saturn. For it is said that by them Jupiter (whom his mother Rhea, to hide him from his father Saturn, committed to their care) was secured and brought up: but being willing to treat of this more particularly, we must go a little higher with our relation.

The Cretans say, that the Titans were contemporary with the Curetes: they dwelt in the country of the Gnotsians, where now may be seen the ancient inundations and courts of the house where Rhea inhabited, and an old sacred grove of cypress trees. They woe in number six men and five women, the issue of Uranus and Terra, as some affirm; but as others say, the offspring of one of the Caveats and Titaea, and called Titans after the name of their mother. The SONS were called Chronos*, Hyperion, Coeus, Japetus, Crius, and Oceanos; the sisters were Rhea, Themis, Mnemosyne, rVraa, and Thetis; every one of whom were the inventors of something useful and profitable to man's wellbeing; and, as a reward of their deserts, are by all men. honoured with an everlasting; resneambrance.

Saturn, the eldest, obtained the kingdom, and reduced his subjects from a wild and barbarous, to a more civil coarse of life, both as to food and manners: having therefore npoo that account gained much honor and reputation, be went into many parts of the world, and persuaded all, wherever he came, to justice and integrity off heart; and therefore it is brought down as a certain truth to posterity, that in the times of Saturn, men were plain and honest, free from all sorts of wicked designs or practices; yea, that they were then happy and blessed. He chiefly reigned over the western parts of the world, and was advanced to the highest pinnacle of honor and renown; and therefore of later times, both the Romans and Carthaginians, (while their city stood), and other neighboring nations, adored this god with magnificent and splendid festivals and sacrifices; and many places up and down are called after his name: and because at that time the laws were strictly observed, no act of injustice was committed, but all submitting to his authority, lived happily, and enjoyed pleasure and content without any molestation; which is attested by the poet Hesiod in these verses—

While Saturn reign'd, those then his subjects were,

Who lir'd the lires of gods without all cere;

Whom sorrow, labour, nor old age opprest,

Bat soundness both in bands and feet then blest;

With joyful vigour to their feasts they went;

Free from all ills, their deaths did represent

Sound sleep; to then flow'd down whate'er was good,

And without toil the earth did yield them food,

And from her fruitful womb did them afford

Iter fruits most freely of her own accord.

Iticb in their flocks, and to the gods most dear,

During this reign, these happy people were.

And these are the things they reported of Saturn. A* to Hyperion, they say that he was the first, who by his own

• Saturn.

industry found out the motions of the sun and moon, and other stars,   * and the seasons and distinctions of time measured out by them, and afterwards imparted his knowledge to others.   And therefore he was called the Cither of those planets, as he that first taught the knowledge and nature of them.

Latona, they say, was the daughter of Casus and Phebe; and that Prometheus was the son of Japetus, who (as some feign) stole firs from the gods, and bestowed it upon men.

But the truth of the story is, he found out the way to strike fire out of flint or stone. Mnemosyne, they say, found out the art of logic, and gave proper names to every thing, by which, whatever is discoursed of, might be distinctly known and understood: but some attribute this to Mercury. They ascribe likewise to this goddess every thing conducing to the help of man's memory, from whence she has her name.

Themis taught the art of divination, and instructed men in holy rites, and prescribed laws for the service and worship of the gods, and for preservation of peace and good government amongst men; and therefore we call those who keep and preserve the sacred laws both of gods and men, Thesmophylace, and Thesmotheta). And when Apollo himself is to give his answer at the oracle, we say, Themisteuein, because he was the first that practised divination. These gods therefore having thus greatly benefited mankind, were not only adored with divine honours, but were accounted to be the first that after their deaths were translated to heaven. Vesta, Ceres, Juno, Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto, are said to be the children of Saturn and Rhea.

Vesta invented the building of houses, and upon this account almost every body sets up her statue in their houses, and adore her with divine honours.

Ceres was the first that discovered the use of bread corn, finding it by chance, growing of itself amongst other plants and herbs; and taught the way of housing and baking it, and how to sow it. For she found out corn therefore Proserpina was born; after whose birth, and rape by Pluto she was so incensed at Jupiter, and in such grief for the loss of her daughter, that she set all the corn on fire. But when she had found out Proserpina, she was reconciled to Jupiter, and gave seed corn to Triptolemus, with orders to impart it to all people, and teach them how to order it, and make use of it.

Some say she made laws to direct men to deal justly and truly one with another, and from hence she was called Thesmophora: for these great advantages to mankind she was likewise highly

honoured; and not only Grecians, but the barbarians almost every where, that partook of these fruits, adored and worshipped her With solemn and magnificent festivals and sacrifices.

There are many controversies and differences concerning the first finding out of this fruit, for some say, this goddess first saw it, and taught the nature and use of it before any other. For the Egyptians say, that Isis and Ceres were one and the same person, who first brought seed-corn into Egypt, the river Nile watering the fields, and washing the country at proper seasons, much advancing thereby the growth and increase thereof.

But the Athenians say, that although corn was first found out amongst them, yet it was transported from other places into Attica. The place where it was first seen they call Eleusina, because that seed corn was first brought thither.

The Sicilians likewise, who inhabit the island especially dedicated to Ceres and Proserpina, say, it is most reasonable to conclude, that this great gift was first bestowed upon those who tilled and improved that country which was most beloved by this goddess. For it is a most unreasonable thing that this place should he reported the richest island of the world, and yet to judge it the last in sharing of this great blessing, as if it had been no part of their fertility, especially when Ceres resided there herself; and all agree that Proserpina was ravished in this place; and that this island is a country most proper for corn of any other in the world, as the poet testifies:

Within this island all things grow, without the help of seed or plough,

As wheat and barley


Of Ceres therefore thus they say

In stories of her


As to the other deities, they say that Neptune was the first that used navigation, and rigged out a navy, and was appointed admiral by Saturn; and therefore it was a common tradition afterwards, that all sea-affairs were under his rule and government, and upon that account mariners worship him with solemn sacrifices. They say, moreover, that Neptune was the first that managed horses, and taught the art of horsemanship, whence he was called Hippius.

Pluto, they say, first showed the way of sepulchers and pompous funerals, whereas, before, no regard was paid to any of these; which was the reason he was accounted lord of the dead, and prince of the infernal shades.

There are many different opinions concerning the genealogy and kingdom of Jupiter.   There are some of opinion, that after the death

• Sicily.

of Saturn, he succeeded in the kingdom, not advanced to ihui dignity by a forcible expulsion of his father, but by a just and lawful succession. Others report, that Saturn, being forewarned by the oracle concerning Jupiter, that a son of his to be afterwards burn, would deprive him of his kingdom by force, lulled his children one after another, as soon as they were born at which Rhea was so grieved, (not being able to work upon' her husband's obstinate humour), that she forthwith, upon his birth, hid Jupiter, in Ida, recommending his education to the care of the Curetes, who inhabited that mountain: and that they again lodged him in a cave, and entrusted him with the nymphs, entreating them to be very careful of him; who fed him with milk and honey mixed together, and for his better nourishment suckled him at the paps of a goat, called Amalthaea: for there are many tokens of his birth and education in this island to this day.

For when he was a young infant, and carried away by the Curetes, they say, that the navel-string fell from him at the river Triton, whence that part of the country, sacred to this god, is called Omphalium, and the region adjoining, Omphaleus. In Ida, likewise, where this god was educated, the cave wherein he was hid, is not only consecrated to him, but the ports near to that promontory are under his guard and protection.

But here is not to be omitted a wonderful story that is related concerning the bees: for they say, the god, to preserve an eternal memory of his familiarity with the bees, changed their color into that of brass or Copper, washed over with gold: and, whereas, the place is exceeding high, and subject to stormy winds, and used to be covered over with depths of snow, he fortified the bees with an impassibility, so that they were able to feed and gather honey in the most stormy and coldest places.

Amongst other honors attributed to the goat that gave him suck, he bestowed this, that he himself from her, assumed the name of yfcgiochus. When he was grown up to man's estate, he first built a city at Dictoe, where he was born, the ruins whereof are to be seen at this day.

This god excelled all the others in valour, prudence, justice, and all other virtues: and, therefore, after the death of his father, when he came to reign, he conferred many and great benefits upon mankind. For he was the first that instructed men how to punish injuries, and to deal justly and honestly one with another, to forbear' force and violence, and bring their differences and controversies orderly before tribunals and courts of justice, there to be ended and decided.    In fine, he did whatsoever was necessary for the making

of good laws, and preservation of peace among men; stirring up the good by wholesome advice to their duty, and restraining the bad,, through fear of severe and due punishment for their offences.
It is reported, that he traveled through the whole world, putting to death thieves, robbers, and other impious persons; establishing commonwealths and democracies in every place wherever he came.

About that time he slew several giants with their adherents, as Mytinus in Crete, and Typhon in Phrygia.

Before the battle with the giants in Crete, upon Jupiter sacrificing of oxen to Sol, Coelus, and Terra, in all the entrails appeared evident signs of what was decreed by the gods; their victory especially was portended, and a defection of some from the enemy, as » it proved in the issue of the war; for Musaeus fled and revolted from them, for which he was highly honored.

At length, all that fought with the gods were every one cut off, and destroyed: but he was afterwards engaged in a new war against the giants at Pallene iti Macedonia, and anciently in the plains of Italy, called Phlegra, from the conflagration the country once suffered, but now called Cumae.

The reason why Jupiter destroyed the giants, was their violence and oppression, making use of their strength and massy bodies to enslave their neighbors; and for that they were lawless, and not to be kept within any bounds of justice, made war upon them; who, for their doing good, and being beneficial to mankind, were reputed for gods by all people whatsoever.   And he not only rooted up the wicked and impious, but rewarded the best of the gods, heroes, and men, with due honors according to their several deserts.    The great authority, therefore, and good deeds of Jupiter were such, that to him was attributed an eternal habitation and kingdom in Olympus. And more splendid sacrifices, by his command, are offered to him than to any other of the gods: and since his passing from earth to heaven, a strong persuasion is fixed in the hearts of all those he was kind unto, that he has the command and government of all that is done in heaven; and is supreme lord of storms, thunder and lightning; and therefore they call him Zena, because he seemed to be the preserver of men's lives, by affording fruitful seasons to ripen the fruits of the earth.   They call him likewise Father, not only upon accouut of his care and kindness to all mankind, but likewise for that it is generally believed that all men were originally his offspring.
He is called also the Supreme King, by reason of the majesty and excellency of his kingdom; and moreover Eubulus, and Metietes, by reason of his wisdom and prudence in ounsel,

It is said also, that Minerva was the daughter of Jupiter, born in Crete, at the spring-heads of the river Triton, and therefore she was called Tritogenia; and now at this day there stands a little chapel dedicated to this goddess at the place where she is said to have been born. They say, likewise, that the marriage of Juno and Jupiter was solemnized in the country of the Gnossians, near the river Therone, where there is now a temple, in which the priests offer an anniversary sacrifice and festival with great devotion, imitating the nuptial rites according as by tradition they have received them.

The daughters of Jupiter, it is said, were the goddesses Venus, the Graces, Lucina, and her servant Diana, together with those called Horse, that is to say, Eunomia, Dice, and Irene.

, The gods he begot, were Vulcan, Mars, Apollo, and Mercury: to every one of these, they say, Jupiter imparted the knowledge of things invented and perfected by himself, and attributed the honour of the invention to them, desirous to perpetuate their memories, and advance their reputation and eternal praise amongst all men.

To Venus he committed the care of the mature age of virgins j at which time they ought to marry, and the oversight of other things used at nuptials, together with sacrifices and drink-offerings, which are solemnly offered to this goddess; but all first sacrifice to Jupiter the Perfecter, and to Juno the Perfectress, because they are the authors and inventors of all, as we have before declared.

To the Graces was given power to beautify the face, and to give 8 comely shape and proportion to all the members of the body, and to do good wherever they pleased, and to cause the persons to be grateful and thankful for what they received.

To Lucina he committed the oare of them that were in travail and child-bearing, and easing of them in their pains; and therefore women in these hazards chiefly at that time called upon her for help and assistance.

Diana showed the way how to nurse up little infants, and to provide food for them suitable to their tender age; upon which account she was called the children's nurse,

To every one of the Horse, is allotted an office agreeable to their several names, to the great advantage of mankind, for the government of themselves in the course of their lives; for there is no greater blessedness iu this life, than good laws, peace, and justice.

To Minerva he committed the care of olive-yards, and planting of olive-trees, and extracting the oil: for before the birth of this goddess, this tree grew wild, disregarded among other trees of the wood, the use and culture of it, (as is now practiced), not then being known.

The making of garments likewise, and architecture, and many 
other arts, was discovered to men by this goddess: she invented pipes, 
and the manner of wind-music, and many ingenious tools and instruments for handicrafts; whence she was called Ergane,

To the Muses their father allotted the invention of letters, and the
composing of verses, called poetry.

But there are some who attribute the invention of letters to the Syrians, from whom the Phoenicians learned them, and communicated them to the Grecians when they came with Cadmus into Europe: whence the Grecians called them Phoenician letters. To these that hold this opinion, it is answered, that the Phoenicians were not the first that found out letters, but only changed the form and shape of them into other characters, which many afterwards using, the name of Phoenician grew to be common.

Vulcan, they say, found out the working of iron, brass, silver, and gold, and all other metals that require forging by fire; and that the general use of fire in all other cases, was found out by him, and discovered not only to artificers, but to all other men: and therefore all the masters of these arts pay their devotions, and offer their sacrifices chiefly to this god; and both they and all others call fire Vulcan, to the end that this great good bestowed upon mankind might be for ever remembered, to his eternal honor and praise.

Mars, they say, first taught the making of all sorts of weapons, and how to furnish soldiers both with offensive and defensive arms, and to fight with courage and resolution, destroying all them that were enemies to the gods.

To Apollo is attributed the invention of the harp, and that sort of music; and it is said, he discovered the art of physic, which is practiced by revelation from him, by which the sick were commonly restored to health: he found out likewise the use of the bow, and taught the inhabitants to shoot; and therefore the Cretans delight much in shooting, and call the bow Scythicus.

AEsculapius was the son of Apollo and Coronis; he was instructed by his father in the art of physic, and found out chirurgcry, and the making up of medicines, the virtues of roots and plants, and improved to that degree in his art, that he was reputed the first founder and author of it, and likewise the prince of physicians.

To Mercury they attribute the invention of messages in times of war, by trumpets and heralds, of truces and leagues; and as a sign they were sent to treat with the enemy, they carried a rod before them; and therefore were suffered safely to come and go. Hence they were called the common Mercury, because both sides enjoyed the equal benefit of peace after a war.

They say, lie was the first that invented weights and measures, and getting of wealth by merchandise, and the way of cheating and cozening of others. He was accounted lite herald of the gods, and the best messenger, because he was quick and ingenious in declaring particularly every thing he had in command. Whence he was called Hermes.

He was not the inventor of names and words, as some say, bat excelled in clear and eloquent expression, and delivery of his message. He was likewise the author of the games of wrestling, and invented the harp made of a tortoise-shell, after the contest between Apollo and Marsyas; in which, they say, Apollo was victor, and revenged himself of his adversary to a greater degree than was fit; for which he was afterwards so grieved, that they say, he broke the strings of his harp, and for some time forbore to play upon that instrument.

The Cretans say, that Bacchus found out the use of the vine, and the manner of planting and pruning of it, and the making of wine, and the way of laying up the summer fruits; by which means they were preserved for men's use and sustenance for a long time.

It is further reported, that this god was the son of Jupiter and Proserpina, and born in Crete; and Orpheus in his sacred rites and mysteries, says, he was torn in pieces by the Titans: but there were many of this name, Bacchus, of which we have more largely and particularly given an account already; but of this Dionysius or Bacchus's being born in Crete, they endeavour to show evident signs, as arguments to prove it; for they say, there are two islands formed by him, near Crete, in a part of the sea called the Double Gulfs: to which islands he gave the denomination of Dionysides, which he never did in any other part of the world.

As to Hercules, it is said, that there was one of that name, the son of Jupiter, born many years before him, that was begotten of Alcmena in Argos; but who was the mother of this Hercules is uncertain : only this is certain, that there was no man comparable to him for strength; that he travelled through the whole world, inflicting just and deserved punishment upon the wicked, and destroying wild beasts that infested the countries and made them desolate; that he delivered men every where out of bondage and slavery, and that yet he himself, (notwithstanding so many hazards and difficulties) was never worsted, remaining still unconquerable and invulnerable ; for which renowned actions, he is by all men adored with eternal honours. But that Hercules, who was the son of Alcmena, was much later: but because he was like unto this ancient Hercules*?

* This Hercules is beld to bt Joshua. Gale's Court of tbe Gentiles. Part 1.1. 2. c. 5,

in his noble acts, he likewise attained immortal glory, and in after ages (being of the same name) was accounted to be the sane person, and (through the ignorance of the vulgar) the deeds of the former were ascribed to the latter. They say, that the praise and renown of this elder god, for his famous actions, continues in Egypt to this day, where he built a city.

Britomartis, otherwise called Dictynna, they say, was born in Cffinon in Crete, and was the daughter of Jupiter, begotten on Carmc, the daughter of Eubulus, the son of Ceres. It is said she invented the hunters' toils and nets, and thence was called Dictynna: she was very familiar with Diana, and therefore it was thought by some, that Dictynna and Diana were one and the same person, which goddess is adored and honored in Crete lwrth with temples and sacrifices. Those are very much mistaken, who say that Dictynna was so called from her flying and hiding herself in the fisher's net to avoid Minos, who would have forced and ravished her: for it is not reasonable to imagine, that a goddess, the daughter of the most Supreme God, should he reduced to so low a condition, as to stand in need of human help; nor is it just to imagine that Minos, who, by the general consent of all, was reputed a righteous and upright man, and lived a good life, should be guilty of such an horrid impiety and grand piece of wickedness.

Pluto, they say, was the son of Jasion and Ceres, and born in Tripolus in Crete; and of his descent there is a double relation in history.

For some say, that Jasion so improved and cultivated the land, that it brought forth fruit in that abundance, that they that saw it, imposed upon it a name proper to the abundance of the fruits, and called it Pluto; and therefore posterity afterwards used to say, That he who had more than enough, had Pluto.

Others say, that Jasion and Ceres had a son named Pluto, who first taught men a more orderly and careful manner of living, and how to gain and treasure up wealth. Whereas a provident care of-getting and keeping of estates, was altogether neglected. And these are the things which the Cretans say of those gods which they pretend were born among them. Moreover, they say, the manner of worshipping and sacrificing to the gods, and other rites and sacred mysteries came from them to other nations, and they bring in this, as a most certain and undeniable argument, as they suppose. For they say, the rites and initiations practiced by the Athenians in Eleusis, which arc almost the most famous of any other, and those in Samothracia, and in Thracia among the Sidonians, (of all which Orpheus was the institutor), arc celebrated darkly and mystically;

but in Crete, at Gnossus, by ancient law, the very same sacred mysteries are celebrated plainly and openly, and whatever is done in secret by others, none amongst them conceals from any that have a desire to know them; for many of the gods, they say, went out from Crete, and traveled through many parts of the world, and were benefactors to all sorts of men, and communicated to them the benefit and advantage of such things as they themselves bad found out and invented. For Ceres sailed into Attica, and from thence into Sicily, and at length into Egypt: in which places, after she had delivered them corn, and taught them how to sow it, she was highly honored amongst them; so Venus dwelt near Eryx in Sicily, in the island Cythera, at Paphos in Cyprus, and in Syria in Asia; and because she was often seen, and continued long amongst the inhabitants of these places, she was called Venus Erycina, Cytheria, Paphla, and Syria. Apollo likewise continued long in Delos, Lycia, and Delphos; aad^ Diana in Ephesus, Pontus, Persia, and Crete; and therefore, from the places and things done there bjr them, Apollo was called Apollo Def .lius, Lycius, and Pythius; and she was stiled Diana Ephesia, of Cresia, Tauropolia, and Persia; although both of them were born in Crete.

This goddess Diana is highly honored by the Persians, and the same mysteries and sacrifices that are celebrated and offered to her by others, the barbarians themselves, at this very day, celebrate in honor of Diana Persia. To this purpose they give an account of the rest of the gods, which as they are easy for the reader to understand, so they are too tedious for us to recite.

Moreover, they say, that many ages after the birth of the gods, there were many heroes among them, of whom the most eminent were Minos and Rhadamanthus, who were the progeny of Jupiter and Europa, the daughter of Agenor, whom, they report, by the providence of the gods, to be carried over into Crete upon the back of a bull. Minos, they say, who was the elder, obtained the kingdom, and built in the island many cities: amongst which, three were most famous; Gnossus, situated in that part of the island that looked towards Asia; Phaeus, lying southward upon the shore; and Sidonia, situated in the western part, over against Peloponnesus. Many laws, they say, were made by him for the government of the Cretans, receiving them from Jupiter his father, who used to converse with him privately in a cave. He had a great fleet, and conquered many of the islands, and was the first of the Greeks that gained the dominion of the seas; and after he had arrived to a high pitch of glory and honor, by reason of his justice and valor, he died in Sicily,

in undertaking a war against Cocalus, of which we have before give
a particular narrative, when we treated of the affairs of Daedalus,

who was the occasion of this war. Rhadamanthus, they say, was the roost just man in the world, for, in executing of justice upon thieves, robbers, and other impious

and wicked persons, he was inexorable.

They report, likewise, that he gained several islands; and many of

the maritime coasts of Asia, voluntarily submitted to him upon

the account of his eminent justice.    He gave the kingdom toJSry thro, one of his sons, who called themselves Erythri, from him.  To

(Knopion, the son of Minos and Ariadne, they say he allotted Chios:

others say, he was the son of Bacchus, and was taught how to make

wine by his father.

He rewarded likewise each of his captains, either with some island

or city: upon Thoas he bestowed Lemnos; on Engyeus, Cyrnof;

to Pamphilus he gave Peparethos; to Euambeus, Maroneaj to Al

cfleus, Paros: to Arrion, Delos; to Andros, the island Andros; so

called after his name.

And becuuse he was so remarkably just, he is feigned to be the

judge of hell; and to distinguish between the pious and impious, the

good and the bad. They say likewise that Minos is copartner with

him in that dignity, upon the account of his uprightness, and his

just and righteous reign.


Sarpedon, the third brother, they say, passed over with an army into Asia, and possessed himself of Lycia and the neighbouring territories. His son Evander succeeded him in the kingdom of Lycia, who marrying Deidamia, the daughter of Bellerophon, of her begat Sarpedon, who went to the Trojan war with Agamemnon, and b called by some the son of Jupiter. Deucalion and Molus, they say, were the sons of Minos: Deucalion had a son called Idomeneus, and Molus another named Meriones, who, as is said, assisted Agamemnon against Troy with a fleet of fourscore sail, and afterwards returned and died in their own country, and were honorably buried and adored as gods: they show their sepulchre in Goossus, whereon is this inscription —

Idomeneus in this tomb doth lie,

Who born in Gnossus was; and him hard bje,

I, son of Molus, Meriones call'd.

These two are adored as demigods by the Cretans, for they offer sacrifice to them; and in their wars call upon them for aid and assistance.

Having given an account of these things, it remains we should now speak of the nations that are intermixed with the Cretans. That the Eteocretans were the first inhabitants of this island, and reputed to have been there from the beginning, we have before declared.

Many ages after, the Pelasgi planted among them a nation inured continually to arms, and wandering up and down from their ancient habitations, seized upon that part of the island where they landed.

The third nation that cable thither, they say, were the Dorienses, under the conduct of Teutamus, one of the posterity of Doras. It is said the greatest part of his colony he Drought from the neighbouring parts of Olympus, and some part from the Achaians in Laconia : for that Dorus gathered his colony out of the parts and territories near to Malia.

A fourth sort of people that poured into Crete, were a promiscuous company of barbarians from several parts round about, who, notwithstanding, in process of time, spoke the same language with the ancient Cretans, the natural inhabitants. But after the power of Minos and Rhadamanthus became prevalent and considerable, all these nations were reduced into one body, as one people throughout the whole island. And at length, after the return of the Heraclidse, the Argives and Spartans sent colonies, and possessed themselves likewise of other islands)! and both in this, and those other, built several cities, of which we shall speak more fully in due and proper time.

But since that almost all the historians of the Cretan affairs differ among themselves, it is not to be wondered at if we do not agree with them all in every thing we relate; for we follow them who give the most probable account, and are esteemed to be of most credit. For sometimes we follow Epimenides, the theologist,and sometimes Dosiades, Sosicrates, and.Leosthenidas.

Having therefore treated thus largely of Crete, we shall now apply ourselves to speak of Lesbos.

This island was anciently inhabited by many several nations one after another, by which reason it was often left and forsaken. The first that seized upon it were the Pelasgi, when it lay desert and uninhabited: for Xanthus the son of Triopas, prince of the Pelasgians that came from Argos, seated himself in a part of Lycia, which he had possessed himself of, and there reigned over the Pelasgians that came thither with him; whence he sailed over to Lesbos, which at that time lay desolate, and divided the country amongst the people, and called the island Pelasgia, which before was called Issa.

In process of time, after the seventh generation, many people were destroyed by Deucalion's flood, and Lesbos likewise at that time, was by cataracts of showers laid waste and desolate. But afterwards Macareus happening to touch there, and considering the pleasant ucss of the island, there seated himself.

This Macareus was the son of Crinacus, the son of Jupiter, fas Hesiod and some others of the poets say), and dwelt in the city Olanus, then called Jados, and now Achaia.

He got together a great company of Ionians, and multitudes from several other nations flocked to him; in the first place he possessed himself of Lesbos ; afterwards growing more powerful, through the richness of the island, and his own justice and humanity, he gained many neighboring islands, and divided the lands amongst his countrymen and followers.

About that time Lesbos, the son of Lapithas, the son of Eolus, the son of Hippotas, by the direction of the oracle at Delphos, arrived in this island with new colonies, and marrying Methymna, the daughter of Macareus, seated himself and his followers there, and enjoyed an equal interest with those that were there before him; and afterwards becoming a man of great renown, he called the island Lesbos, after his own name, and the people Lesbians: for Macareus had two daughters, Mityiene and Methymna, from whom two of the chiefest cities of the island were so called.

Macareus having a design to possess himself of some of the neighboring islands, ordered one of his sons to carry over a colony first into Chios; afterwards he sent another into Samos, named Cycholaus, who seated himself there, and divided the lands by lot amongst those of his colony, and ruled over them as king. Hie third island peopled by Macareus, was Coos, over which he appointed Neaoder king.

After this he sent a large colony with Leucippus into Rhodes, whom the Rhodians (by reason of the small number of inhabitants that were left among them) willingly received, and suffered them to have and enjoy the lands equally with them.

But about that time, the continent over against these islands lay under most pressing and grievous calamities, by reason of the late flood; for in regard all the fruits of the earth by the inundation and excess of rain were rotted and spoiled for a long time together, famine exceedingly prevailed; and through the corruption of the air, a great plague and pestilence depopulated and laid waste the towns and citks. But in the mean time the islands lying more open to the winds, and so partaking of their healthful gales, were loaded with

Deucaleon's flood, An. Mund. 'J4:>6, eighteen year* before the Israelites departed out of Egypt.    Origo*» flood, iM« year* before thu, wliile Jacob wa* whb Laban, Au.

the-fruits of the earth, and the inhabitants had plenty of all things* and in a short time were its a happy, and prosperous state and oonm\. tion; and by reason-of the gnat plenty that was among them, they were called the Islands of the Blessed, or the Blessed Islands. But some say, that they were called the Macasea* .uriands, (mm Isftcaaeus aad Ion, two SOBS of one of the princes that formerly xukd there. Aad indeed these islands for richness of .soil, and plenty of all things, did not only excel all the neighbouring oaufitries in ancient tine, tat do «© evitB to this day. For the fertility of fbe soil, the nkasaatoess v of the situation, and the benjthfufoess of the climate is such, that they are not without cease catted, bat are really and in truth, blessed and happy islands.

Lastly, Maoamus icing of Lesbos, .made the &at law among them, which was BO beneficial aad advantageous to the public, that he gave it the name of the Lion, because of the strength and fouee of that feast.

A considerable time after this colony was planted in Lesbos, another was brought into the island Tenedos in this manner.

Tenes was elm son of Cyenua, king of <Coiaoe in Tcoas, and-was « man renowned for his valour; he brought over a-colony out of Jtbe opposite continent, and (possessed 1nmse*f of the island X*uoaphrys, at that time desolate.

After he had divided the country by lot among hk subjects, and had built a city, he called it Tenedos, after his own name.; By hia good and upright government he gained upon the hearts of his people, and was highly honoured while he listed, .and after his death was adored as a demigod; for they buik a temple in honour of him, and offered sacrifices to him as a god, which religious veneration was continued to times not long since. *3ut ire are not here to omit what the islanders report concerning Tenes, the founder of the city Tenedos. They say that Cycnus, the father of Tenes, giving ear to the false suggestions aqd calumnies of his wife, locked his son in a chest, and caused him 4o he thrown into .the sea, and that the chest was cast up by the waves upon Tenedos and being thus strangely preserved by the special providence of God, became king of the island, and afterwards growing renowned for his justice, and other eminent virtues, he was at length honoured and adored as a god. And because his stepmother hired a piper by a false oath to support J>er own calumny, it is a law amongst them of Tenedos, that no piper shall come into the temple.

Afterwards, when Tenes was killed by Achilles in the time of the Trojan war, and Tenedos then laid waste by the Grecians, the Tenedeans made another law, that it should not be lawful so much a.9

once  to name Achilles in Tet es's temple.   These are the things related of Tenedos and its ancient inhabitants.

Having now given an account of the most considerable islands, we shall proceed in the next place to the lesser.

The islands called Cyclades were formerly desolate and uninhabited; but Minos, son of Jupiter and Europa, king of Crete, having a strong army at land, and, with a powerful navy, master at sea, sent many colonies out of Crete, and peopled many of the islands of the Cyclades, and divided the lands to the people by lot, and subdued a great part of the seacoasts of Asia; and therefore the seaports and havens of Asia, and of the islands, have the same names with those in Crete, and are called Minoi. Minos being now grown great and powerful, began to envy his brother Rhadamanthus, his copartner in the kingdom, for the honour and reputation he had gained by his justice. Willing therefore to remove him as far from him as he possibly could, he sent him into the farthest part of his dominions. Whereupon Rhadamanthus abiding in the islands over against Ionia and Caria, caused Erythrus to build a city in Asia after his own name, and made CEoopion, the son of Ariadne, the daughter of Minos, lord of Chios.

These things were all done before the Trojan war; but after the destruction of Troy, the Cares, grown rich and wealthy, gained die dominion at sea, and subdued the Cyclades, some of which they took into their own hands, and rooted out the Cretans; others they enjoyed in common with the ancient Cretan inhabitants. But in process of time the Grecians growing strong and powerful, the barbarian Carians were ejected out of most of the Cyclades, and the islands fell into the hands of the Greeks, of which we shall give a more particular account hereafter, in proper time and place.

